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Advertiſement. 


NcoMMoN characters are very often 

too haſtily pronounced by thoſe who move 
in a narrow ſphere, who have ſeen little of hu- 
man life, and who have made few obſervations 
on human manners, to be unnatural ones, Rea- 
ders of this claſs will, perhaps, charge the edi- 
tor of the following ſheets with having introdu- 
ced to their acquaintance a collection of beings 
whom nobody ever knew: but he hopes that 
they will not carry their prejudices ſo far as to 
believe that ſuch characters never exiſted, be- 
cauſe they never happened to meet with others 
of a ſimilar caſt. To readers of an oppoſite 
complexion, no apology, he thinks, is neceſſa- 
ry, as their knowledge of the world will ſuffici- 
ently hinder them from accuſing him. of having 
gratified fancy at the expence of truth, 
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KR'O man was ever 4 mere ixed 
N character than the old ef — 
ley: he had many, virtues and ma- 


ny vices ; of the latter, the princi- 
| ',- pal one Was a: violent: pa ion for 
money, which hequrndy age him appear in 
a diſadvantageous, and ſometimes in a deteſta- 
ble, light; he was not, however, univerſally 
condemned for the indulgence of his ruling pak 
ſion, till it had prompted him to project the 
unhappineſs of a very valuable fon, wy mar- 


riage which was in the higheſt degree diſguſting 


4 


Tux earl having fallen into company at 
Bath with Mr. Jarvis, a gentleman lately re- 
turned from the Faſt-Indies with an immenſ 
fortune, and with his daughter, n 
conceived a deſign of forming an alliance 1 | 

* a Vr. ; 


- 


6 we Hiftory of Lord Clayton 


ſo much wealth, by bringing about a match 
h 


Mx. JAR vis, being extremely flattered with 
the hopes of ſeeing his daughter a counteſs, 
liſtened with great pleaſure to the overtures 
propoſed to him by a third perſon employed 
upon the occaſion to negotiate the affair; and 
the preliminaries were in a ſhort time ſigned 
by the two fathers, not only before the incli- 
nations of their children were conſulted, but 
before they had even ſeen each other, ſo 
eagerly did avarice and ambition hurry to be 
prepoſterouſly united. . 


Miss JaRvis, having diſpoſed of her heart 
before” ber father. had thought proper to diſpoſe 
of her perſon, received his orders to prepare 
| for the arrival of the right honourable lover 


AT. 


with the deepeſt concern. 


© Wig, equal concern Lord Clayton, .who 
was in Ireland on a. viſit to an uncle by the 
-mother's fide, received the letter which in- 
formed him of the meaſures which had been 
taken, during his abſence from England, to 

render him completely wretched. a 
LoRD CLrarrton, ſoon after his arrival at 
his uncle Merrick's, fell deſperately in love 
with Miſs Meredith, the daughter of a gentle- 
man of fortune in the neighbourhood, and was 
ſoon happy to find himſelf agreeable in her 
eyes: fo agreeable were they indeed to each 

other, that after a few allowed interviews, the 
felt themſelves abſolutely. neceſſary to each 
other's happineſs; and if mutual love, founded 
185 F 7 Sa 


4 

VS *. Fs . 
| 
* — = 


ATE” 


and Miſs Meredith,  ©* 12 

on mutual eſteem juſtly merited, was ſufficient 
to make us happy in this world, they never 
would have been otherwiſe: but the union 
between love and, felicity is ſo rare, that we 
may rather wonder to ſee two lovers happy in 
the fruition of their wiſnes than unhappy from 
the fruſtration of them. | 711 


As Lord Clayton and Miſs Meredith will very 
often make their appearance in the following 
ſheets, a deſcription of their perſons, accom- 
pluſhments, and attainments, may ſerve, per: 
haps, to intereſt the reader in their favour, * 
make them the more deeply participate of theit 


ſorrows. or their ſatisfactions. 


Miss MzxeDiTH, when his lordſhip firſt 
ſaw her at his uncle's, was juſt entered into her 
nineteenth year; he was ſtruck with the 5 
of her perſon, ſhe was a little aboye the mid- 
dle fize, elegantly formed, and graceful in all 
her motions; her features were ranged in the 
moſt agreeabſe manner, and her complexion 
of a dazzling brightneſs, was animated with 
the higheſt glow of. health; a large quantity 
of fine dark gloſſy hair was.doubly ornamental 
by being oppoſed to nature's lively colouring in 
her cheeks; and a pair of ſpirited: blue eyes 
- 2 her completely irreſiſtible in his lord- 
N . antho! 


. - SUCH were Miſs Meredith's perſonal charms, 

but they were not her only ones; ſhe had an 

. exceeding - good _ underſtanding, and having 

received all the advantages of a poliſhed edu- 

cation, did not weaken. the impreſſion which 

her looks had made on her admirers by what 
eb . ſne 


8 Tbe Hiſtory of Lord Clayton 
ſhe ſaid to them. She was not indeed of a very 
talkati ve qupdſition, dut ſhe converſed with ſuf- 
ficient judgment and taſte to make every 
who heard her wiſh her eondterſible tatents were 
more'frequently exerted. With all - theſe: at- 
_ trations; | external and internal, ſhe had a 
iweetneſs of temper inexpreſſibly bewitehing, 
_ e of heart which nee her as - 
45 ſhe was uriag. , 


ers what has been ſaid, it ti 2 
| leſs to add that ſhe was the darling of « 
e They were n 

ä ene, of ſo exemplary 5 

and e prudent, As well as ——— 

ents, 9 $a all in their power to promote the fe- 

her life; and rich ſueh exquiſite pro- 

grey piety Up gen of them keep up the parental 

| hat the — of theit | m7 
* der, 

I 


re rrore dees uuf te. 
ö ME a . at Mis. Meredith, und few. 
people ever more deferved. the reverence and 
eſteem which they generally attracted. As 
friends they were ineſtima ble, and as an ae- 
quaintarce dhways' defireable ] in every depart-. 
ment of dome ftic life, *rHey" patterns, a 
to all thofe who ftood in need of their affiſtance 
bleſſings. The deſerving, under the oppreſſive 
weight of any unexpected calamity, were ſure 
of being relieved by them; nor were the un- 
_metiting ſuffered, to Jangn im but their lives in 
"miſery inſuppottableQ.. ” Thoſe who have not 
= merited Indic müfsetünes, faid they, are 
particularly intitted to eur compaſſion; even 
by. hoſe "who - — e their fufferings 


hs claim 


e cjaim our pity, and may be brought by e- 
« pentayce to reformation.” - 
LorD CiavroN was every way an obje& 
to be eſteemed, by ſo amiable a girl as Miſs Me- 
redith, His figure was ſtriking, he waz near 
ſix feet high, agreeably featured, and finely 
proportioned. He was handſome, but his beau- 


ty was not of the Adonis kind; he had a clear 


brown complexion, lively black eyes, and ex- 
tromely white teeth; ſo that altogether he, was 
of no {mall conſequence in every female circle. 


JUL1a was by no means inſenſible to his lord- 
ſhip's exterior accompliſhments ;- but if his at- 
tractions had been confined to his ſhape or his 
make, to his features: or complexion, to his 
look or his air, her heart would have lain very 
quietly in, her boſom, without being agitated. 
by the employment of her eyes. His cultivated 
underſtanding, : his refined ſenſe, his delicate 
taſte, his gentle diſpoſition, his winning man- 
ners, and (what many of her ſex will think of 
no ſort of importance) his unblemiſhed morals ; 
theſe were the charms Which ſtrongly recom. 
mended him to her as a companion, and which · 
powerfully prejudiced her in his favour 8 as 

Rn r 

| | | E 

Harp to find himſelf eſteemed, as he wiſh- 
ed to be eſteemed, by the woman in the wood 
on whom he had fixed his affections, and. thrice 
happy to meet with no oppoſition from her 
_ amiable, parents, be. gave himſeif up to all me 

flatteries of imagination, Am {at down, in a 


tranſported condition, to acquaint his father 
with the ſte ps he bag 11 


aken to ſettle himſelf in 
A5 : the 


* 


10 The Hiſtory of Lord Clayton 
the marriage-ſtate—a ſtate into which the earl 


bad frequently urged him to enter not doubt- 
ing but that he would readily conſent to the 


choice he had made, eſpecially when he was.in- 
formed that the lady whom he had ſelected for 
a wife, would be poſſeſſed of as large a fortune 
as he had a right to expect. 


 WaritEg he was waiting, full of pleaſing 
hopes for his father's anſwer, he received a let- 
ter which threw him into a fituation perplexing 
and uneaſy beyond expreſſion; for the earl de- 
fired him to leave Ireland directly, as he had 


ſettled every thing for his marriage with a lady 


agreeable and accompliſhed, and with a very 
large fortune. | 


4 


Lorp CLayToN, when he had read his 
father's letter, with the moſt diſquieting emo- 
tions, carried it to his uncle, who having pe- 
ruſed it, told him that he was ſincerely con- 
cerned at the contents of it. What do you 
« intend to do, my lord?” / 


To obey the ſummons, diſagreeable as it 
« is, moſt certainly, Sir; obedience is my du- 
« ty, but you may be aſſured that I ſhall leave 
«© nothing undone to divert my father from the 
% defign which he has, unknowingly, formed 
„ againſt my peace.“ ors 


% How will you be able to leave Miſs Me- 
„ 7 


„% Turk, Sir, you have, indeed, touched 
e upon a tender ftring—By that queſtion you 
«© have probed me to the quick; raiſed a com- 
wy KIT 3 = n N * motion 


- 


be the ſevereſt trial. To 


cc 


and / Meredith. . "a 


motion in ar thoughts, which will not ſoon,, 
*© fear, be allayed, ogy Ja my ſenſibility to, 

ave my Julia, my, 
&* ſoul's ſupreme. joy, will be to feel angui 
* unutterable—Oh! my good Sir, fancy your- 
“ ſelf in my ſituation, — then image my di- 
* frels.”' 5 | 


Mx. MxERRIC «, though an qld batchelor,, 
had not a heart dead to the tendereſt ſenſations ;. 


he, therefore, was ſenſibly affected by his ne- 


phew's pathetic effuſions, and after.. having en- 
deavoured for ſome time, in vain, to make him. 
a little compoſed, thus proceeded ; . | 


* My dear Harry, you have, I confeſs, great. 
6“ reaſon to be ſhocked at the contents of your. 
5 father's letter, and no Jeſs reaſon to. lament. 
in ſuch forcible terms the neceſſity. for your 
return to England! I call it neceſſity, becauſe. 
I am far from being deſirous of encouraging, 


the leaſt undutifulneſs in you was a dutiful 


ſon myſelf, and am therefore, as you ſee. me 
at this inſtant, an unmarried man. I will ex- 
plain myſelf, my fituation above five-and- 
twenty years was ſomething ſimifar to yours 
at preſent; my father very much wanted 


teme to marry a young, lady whom he had 


pitched upon for my wife; but as my affec- 


4 tions were pre-engaged, I could not bring 


% myſelf to make my addreſſes to. her; no, 


Harry, I could not indeed: however, when 


I found that my father was more hurt by the 
* attachment which I diſcovered to the lady of. 
* my own choice; than by the objections which, 
l framed to the lady of hi chooſing, I told him 
with à great deal of frankneſs, that if he 
5 | „ would 


"x 


12 The Hiſtory of: Lord Clayton 
* wou no lung u upon my marrying Miſs Bur- 


* ton, 1 would conſent to relinquiſh all my pre- 
ce ufs ts Mil Reh. My franknefs pleaded 
e him ſo much, that he doſed at once with the 
* compromiſe, "ati we never once mentioned. 
er the word matfimonyto each other afterwards, 
5 1 puniſhed myſelf ſeverely, I muſt own, by 
wing up.a girl of whom I was excefſively 
«fond, to be fure: but as my union with her 
&« would have made the old gentleman miſeta- 
ce ble for the remainder of his days, I could not 
« think of it; for I loved my father, he had ne- 
& yer thwarted” me before, and I am certain 
4 that he thwarted me then with the beſt mw 
tions in the world: he was a good man; 
% very good man, Harry, and I ſhould 3 
proved an ungrateful og, if I had ſent his 
4 grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave, for the 
wn „lake of gratifying a paſſion which might, 
perhaps, when all's ſaid and done, have play- 
* 60 the devil N me by this time. 5 


. 
LY 


Mx. Merrick was here W by the 
arrival of Mr. Meredith, on whoſe entrance in- 
to the room, Lord' Clayton, after a few compli- 
ments were exchanged, left it in a manner. 
which made the father of his dear Julia, as ſoon | 
As the door was ſhut, aſk Mr. Merrick what 
had happened to his nephew, to occaſion ſucly * 
an unuſual deje ction i in his countenance. 


1 War, to tell you the truth, m V worthy. 
« friend, the alteration which you have ob- 
46 ſerved ariſes from his ee to . 

«amiable SORE... 1 = 


1 
1 © . p — FX” 
A eee to Lich (36018 We 


f — 


en Mi Meredith,” 13 
„% How, how, Sir!” faid Mr. Meredith briſk- 


Ivy, © No riddle if you pleafe ; what do you 
cc 


mean? He left us, ſeemingly, very happy 
*« laft night; you therefore ſurprize me by at- 
“ tributing the change in his looks to his love 
cc for Julia.“ 1311 * I | | '} 

« "Hx was indeed extremely happy laſt night, 
ce hut the letter which he received this'morn< 
“ ing made him much otherwiſe.“ | e 


ov grow ſtill more obſcure by attribu- 
< ting his tnhappineſs to ſuch oppoſite cauſes.” 


* Orrostrx as they are, Sir, they both co- 
« operate againft his peace. The letter in 
** queſtion comes from England, from his fa- 
ether the earl of Bromley, to haſten his depar-- 
„ture, in order to be united to a lady whom 
* he has choſen for his daughter-in-law: and 
% as my nephew is too ſtrongly attached to 
* Mifs Meredith to bear the thought of being 
* connected, as his father wiſhes him to be, 
* with any other woman, the ſeparation from. 
*© her will be painful beyond expreſſion : Ha 

_ © will, I know, feel the moſt cutting —_ 
Dupon the occaſion, for he has a prodigious. © 
deal of ſenſibility, and I wiſh his diſappoint- 
1 ment may not injure his health by throwing 
bim into a melancholy ſtate,” ? b 


* 
1 


Mn. MEREDITH, being then informed that 
his company was deſired at home, took leave 
of Mr. Merrick, expreſſing no ſmall concern at 
the intelligence which he had heard, and diſ- 
covered the more uneaſineſs as he knew that he 

/ Ponney 5451 
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ſhould,” by the communication of it at home, 
render his daughter very tenderly diſtreſſed. 


Wurx Mr. Merrick found himſelf alone, he 
ſat ruminating for ſometime on Lord Clayton's 
embarraſſed ſituation, and after having ſtarted 
and rejected a number of expedients for the 
warding off a blow, which threatened to de- 
prive him of the higheſt felicity he had promiſ- 
ed himſelf in this world, at laſt determined to 
accompany his nephew to England, and to make 
uſe of every cogent, every perſuaſive, argument 
he could think of not only to turn the earl from 
his purpoſe with regard to his prepoſſeſſion in 
Miſs Jarvis's favour, but to facilitate the admiſ- 
ſion of Miſs Meredith into the ſamily, as a re- 
lation inſtead of her. I 


Havine 3 this benevolent em 
he went in ſearch of his lordſhip. He found 
him ſitting in the library, with his father's let- 
ter in his hand, abſorbed in thought; ſo abſorb- 
ed was he, indeed, that he was not ſenſible of 
his uncle's being in the room till he heard his 


voice. 


66 "> POW hit upon a ſcheme, & Harry. 
PO y,” 


„aid Mr. Merrick, rather abruptly, but he was. k 


too eager to be ſerviceable to his nephew to * | 
in preparatory ſpeeches, _** I have hit upon | 
* ſcheme, to make TT uſeful to Fa in mi 


6& affair.” * 


. 


ps. Loap CLavron, railing his eyes ſlowly 
from the paper on which they had been rivet- 
» ted, ſaid with a ſigh, © I am afraid, Sir, it is 


T not in your power to beſo,” and chen quitting 
5 | his 


and Miſs Meredith. _ 15 


his, chair, walked up and down with, lo in 
which were ſtrongly painted the diſturbance 


of his mind, 


cc 


« Dox'r give way to deſponding refleQions, 
I am a mortal enemy to deſpair. | Beſides, 


* you are, in ſhort, frightening yourſelf with 


cc 
66 
cc 


meer ſhadows at preſent; you could not ap- 


ar with a more deplorabſe face if you was 


actually married to Miſs Jarvis.“ 


„ Ol name her not, name her not, for 


c«c 


cc 
6c 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


my heart is fixed on my dear Julia. 1 


„ Sur well deſerves all your affe tion. and 


eſteem, and I will leave nothing. undone t to 
forward your happineſs with her.“ 


« Tam thoroughly aſſured, Sir, of the good- 
neſs of your intentions on my account, but 
am greatly at a loſs, I muſt own, to com- 
prehend in what manner you can avert 
the ſtorm which is ready to burſt on my 
head.” 


„ Taar ſtorm is at a diſtance, though, 


cc 
ce 
ce 
66 
ce 
cc 
6c 

ce 
ce 


think of that, Harry; you talk like a paſho- 
nate lover, but not altogether, i in my humble 
opinion, like a ſenſible man—But I make 
allowances for the agitation of your mind 


upon this occaſion ; the ſtruggles. between 


love and duty pulling different ways, ſtir 
up, I know, full well, a confounded deal of 


diſquiet. However, to come to the point, 


and to tell you my ſcheme, T intend to take 
* a trip to u with you.” | 


2 — 7 TOO Por err — — 
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1 England, Sir ! I little expected to 
« hear of ſuch an intention after the encomi- 
% ums you have beſtowed on this agreeable 
* ſpot... How often have you ſaid that nothing 
« ſhould: draw you from fo comfortable a re- 
treat?“ 95 | A8 5 


| © 'Txvx, nephew, very true, I have often; 
* ſaid fo; but I ſhall quit it, nevertheleſs, 


4 forſome time, with a great deal of pleaſure, 


« inorder to lend you a helping hand, if my aſ- 
*"ſiftance ſhauld be wanted. You-take me, 
(c H | 299" DE Beats, TOR IEF 09 a "LL The 


— * 


5 * 4 | » | 4 F ; \ * 4 4 1 ** 14 oF +? 
- I bo, my dear Sir, and with the deepeſt. 
gratitude.“ | ITN 


IA ſatisfied, you need not fay any more 
about that Make the neceſſary preparati- 
ons for your voyage as ſoon as you pleaſe, I. 
will be ready to attend you, and when I get. 
within. reach of the earl, you may depend, 
on my exerting my beſt abilities to.prevent, 
his lordſhip from inſiſting on your marrying 
Miſs Jarvis, and to induce him to approve 

of your attachment to Miſs Meredith. He 
is not an ill-natured man nor a weak man, 
and therefore hope Iſhall make fomething of 


amidſt his many good qualities, too great a 
* fondneſs for money, and it is that fondneſs. 
«* which has prompted him to ſtrike up an alli- 


KLE 2 £22232 


« ance with old Jarvis, in hopes of getting all, 


* his riches into his family, as Miſs Jarvis is 
“% an only child; but by convincing him that 
“ Miſs Meredith will have a bee for- 
tune, that ſhe is extremely well connected, and 

72 5 * flattering 


him in your favour, He had always, I knowg $ 


©” ond Wife Meredith, Þ 17 
* flattering wo re ations, he may, perhaps, be 
induced to alter his mind; He has been too 
„much in a hurry though to go fo far with- 
© out conſulting youaboyt the projected maten 


lx this manner did the worthy Mr. Merrick 
endeavour to comfort his amiable nephew, un- 
der the uneaſmefs which the earPs' letter had 
given him; and his benevolent efforts were ſo 
efficactous, | that they excluded deſpondence, 
though they did not produce abſolute ſattsfacti- 
on; Lord Clayton was highly fatisfied with his 
uncles kind offer ro accompany Rim to England, 
and they both proceeded to accelerate the pre- 
paratronsfor the intended voyage. 1 5 


WAN Mr. Meredith, on his return home, 
had finiſhed his buſmeſs with the perſon who 
-waited' to tranſact it with him, he acquainted 
His daughter with the difagreeable ſituation of 
her loter, in the gentleſt terms he cord make 
"uſe of, becauſe he knew that even in choſe 
terms his intelligence would occa fion a conſide - 
Table deal of anxiety in her gentle boſom: wiſh- 
ing at the ſame time that ſhe had never ſeen 
his lordſhip, as their mutual attachment, which 
had appeared to be ſo auſpicious,” was likely to 
prove unproſperous. He felt as any affeQtio- 
nate father would feel in Tuck circumſtances; 
but feeling allo that he ſhould only act a ridicu- 
lous Fan een an event of which ſhe 
could not be long ignorant, he communicated 
to het what he had heard, without any 2 
ments, and then availed himſelf of the mo! 
ſoothing, ſoftening language, to hinder it from 
makiog a fatal impreſſion on her tender heart. 


= 
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Juri, notwithſtanding her father's very 
paternal behaviour upon this trying occaſion, 
was ſo exceſſively ſhocked at the news imparted 


to her, the more affe cted by it as it was intire- 


ly unlooked for, that ſhe fainted in her mother's 


arms, who was near enough. to receive her, 


and remained for ſome moments more like a 
beautiful cerpſe than a living creature. 


9 


Wur ſhe recovered, the, with a becoming 


bluſh, told her fond parents, who hung over 


her full of the ſincereſt compaſſion, that ſhe 
hoped they would not think the worſe of her 


for having been unable to ſupport: herielf a- 


gainſt the ſhock which her ſpirits had received. 
*© Indeed, Sir,” added. ſhe, turning to her fa- 


ther, I écould not help ſinking under it, nor 
c 


© can I now help ſighing to think of his lord- 


<£ ſhip's departure—his ſeparation from me 


u 23/4 pies ever. Mr. Merrick has often 
aid how very dutiful a ſon Lord Clayton al- 
c, ways was; if, therefore, after his introduc- 


tion to the lady choſen for him, his-filial obe- 
4 dience ſhould continue unſhaken—ſuppoſing 


© him indifferent to my rival, which he may 
not be—I ſhall remember, with the deepeſt 
5 regret, the day on which I firſt beheld him. 
4 Prejudiced, I will ingenuouſly..own, at firſt 


* fight in his lordſhip's favour, and ſtill more 
« prepoſleſſed in it when I became acquainted 


% with his merit, I had not ſtrength. to reſiſt 
© his aſſiduities; how could I reſiſt them when 
* I thought myſelf particularly flattered by 
* them? Yet, had I not been encouraged by 


the encomiums which you, and my dear 
mother, beſtowed upon that merit which I 


* had diſcerned in him, I ſhould certainly have 
Tab © | * repelled 
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„ repelled his approaches to me in the light of 


* a lover; animated by thoſe encomiums 1 
« ftrovenot to repreſs them, becauſe I believed 
that the admiſhon of them would not be con- 
* demned, and I was happy to find myſelf not 
* miſtaken—You,. my -amiable parents, by 
« ſeeming to approve intirely of his viſits to 
* me, gave him but too much encouragement, 
« for he by that encouragement made himſelf 
* but- too neceſſary to my happineſs, I will, 
% however,“ concluded ſhe, © try to bear my 
* diſappointment with a proper fortitude, and 


eto behave in ſuch a manner to his lordſhip, 


in the hour of ſeparation, as not to excite - 
in him a ſuppoſition that I cannot exiſt with- 
« out him, though the felicity of my life will 
de conſiderably diminiſhed by his compliance 
& with the contents of his fark 

c afraid to think of his full compliance with 
cc them,” y þ > f 


On Julia's ceaſing to ſpeak, her, father 
aſſured her that her carriage to Lord Clay- 
ton had never been cenſurable; that his merit 
ſufficiently juſtified the eſteem which ſhe enter- 


tained for him ; and that he received the news 


of his approaching departure from his uncle's 


with little leſs ſurprize and concern than her- 
ſelf. © Lord Clayton,” added Mr. Meredith, 
* 15 a very amiable young gentleman, and I 
** was, I own, pleaſed to lee a growing incli- 
% nation in you both for each other. Setting a- 


* ſide his rank, and the fortune he muſt inhe- 


rit, he is a man who will be an ornament to 


e any family with which he forms an alliance. 


** Heis, it is true, going to England in obedi- 
* ence to his father's urgent requeſt ; but I 

heh. «© "86 
: am _ 


ers letter I am” 
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4 


© the Merediths, 


&* am not inclined to believe that his departure 
from hence will be attended with conſe- 
= ee totally unanſwerable to our wifhes, 
There are actual uneaſmeſſes enough in life; 
Wwe have no occaſion to ſharpen the edge of 


- * thoſe which fall to our-tot, by arming our 


* fancy againſt our peace. It is by no means 


certain, that the earl of Bromley, when he 


0 hears of his ſon's attachment to you, will ty- 
* rannically inſiſt upon his rendering himſe 
* wretched for the remainder 'of his days by 
* marrying another woman. Beſides, I have 
* vanity enough to think that the *Chaytons 
ill not be difgraced by an union with 
In ſhort, my dear Julia, I 
* would not have you give way to terrifying 


* apprehenſions: Lord Clayton has, undoubt- 


* edly, the higheſt regard for you, and that 
* regard will, I hope, prevent hind from pay- 
ing an implicit obedience to his father, un- 
der the influence of an unreaſonable, a con- 
1 a e 2 Filial duty, I grant, 
©. ſtands in the firft claſs of domeſtic virtues; 
hut I cannot fubfcribe to the opinions of fome 


0 rigid defenders of parental authority, who 


* conſider a ſon under the neceſſity of 2 
* himſelf miſerable in the marriage-ſtate, if 
* his arbitrary father ſhould, in a capricious 
% humour, demand ſuch a ſacrifice of inclina- 
* tion to obedience. But you are, I ſee, 4 
e lia, too much affected by this unlucky affair 


* to receive any conſolation from me at pre- 
* ſent; I will, therefore, leave you to your 
„ mother, and talk it over more particular 
„ with my neighbour Merrick, who is a wor- 

te thy creature, and will, I am ſure, from his 
* natural benevolence of temper, as well as 
ATTY „„ from 
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* from his * for his nephew, endeavour 
to make che earl lay aſide his thoughts about 
**. the lady "IPO; he <A for his dar 
4% 1 ee 44 


"5 MI. Mrkkotrn then, quitted the room ig 
order to return to his la whom he now 
wiſhed to ſee more than ever. 


- MezTinG (od Clayton within about a hun- 
dred yards of his uncle's habitation, who came 
forward; in a ſlow pace, and with a very ſolemn 
countenance, he tapped. him, took him by [t ie 
Hand, and having pre — it Aae de 
I don't — lord, to ſee you look 10 
60 grave—l heartily Haba with you upon 
* the undeſirable occaſion : if you are going to 
% my houſe, you will find Mrs. Meredith. and 
„ my daughter as little n MP Lord 132 
« «legs ler as Lam.” 8 War ee 

Lonn CLAYTON, Balint thanked Mr TY 
redith, for ſpeaking in ſuch kind terms, told him, 

that he was indeed going to enjoy a melancholy 
Pleaſure in Miſs Meredith's company; a plea- 
ſure, however, which. he begged leave to re- 
new ee * * an of Ar &parture 
arrived. 


FY CO " 23 


Ma. een los) bis band in, 
ſaid, I won't a you, my a 
may depend on being well received white you 
ſtay with us: I only wiſh, you had no rea- 
* ſon to mention the word departure with ſo 
* mournful an e 4 a POM to 

. Merrick's, 55 
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* 


Ms. MxxRICE, as ſoon as Mr. Meredith 
entered the parlour, in which he was ſitting, 
roſe up from his chair with an unuſual alacri- 
ty, and ſhaking him heartily by the hand, ſaid, 
My good friend, I am aner glad to to 


s ſee you again. * 


Ms. 8 ſomewhat furprized to 
perceive ſo much chearfulneſs in his neigh- 
bour's looks, after the concern he had decla- 


redly felt at his daughter's diſappointment, N 


could not help telling him that he did not ex- 
pect to find him in ſuch ſpirits, as he had left 
him in the morning rather in a chagrined and 
diſcontented ſituation. 


2 


. „ AxD ſo I am now, Sir; -44 epd be . 


cc am in a ſtate of no ſmall vexation, and not 
© .at all contented ; but ſome thoughts have 


4 ſtarted into my head ſince you was here, 


* which have made me appear in a different 


© light to you: to ſpeak plainly, my worthy 
« friend, as I am very deſirous. of ſeeing m rd 
* nephew united to Miſs Meredith, and wi 
cc to promote their mutual ha pineſs, I am-go- 
Cc 
e uſe of all my rhetoric to perſuade: the earl 
* not to deſtroy his ſon's felicity, by obliging 
« him either to incur his diſpleaſure by diſo- 
© hedience, or make himſelf wretched for life 
ce by marrying Miſs Jarvis, that is the young 
* lady's name: her father came lately from the 


« Eaſt-Indies POET rich.” 1 


. 


n 


＋ Ia vis, Jarvis, „ ſaid Mr. Meredith, 9 q 
« ſad fellow of that name went over from 


hence 


ing to England with Lord Clayton, to make 


r 


„ b -. — 


cd 


1 


ws © 


m 
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ce hence about ten years ago: he was obliged 


© to fly from his creditors, and to leave Ireland 


cc for other reaſons: he had a pretty girl too, 
c 4 natural child, for he was never married, 
e of whom he was ſo exceſſively fond, that 


«he carried her to England with him. 1 
* have ſince heard that he went abroad, but 


% never could learn to what place he tran- 
6 ſported himſelf, —If this Mr. Jarvis ſhould 
© be the man I mean, I can give the earl 
6 ſome information concerning his moral cha- 


c racer, which will not induce his lordſhip, 


*-P believe, to have any cloſe connections with 
* him.— But he may be quite a different 


cc Hr may be, he may be,“ ſaid Mr. Mer- 


rick, © but I ſhould be glad however, me- 


& thinks, to have the hiſtory of your Jarvis, 
* becauſe I ſhall certainly make very particular 
& enquiries about lord Bromley's ; and if he 
* proves to be the fame, the communication 


of that hiftory to his lordſhip may, perhaps, 


do our cauſe no differyice,” 


© Ms. MzxteDiITH, then, after having decla- 


red how much he was obliged to his good neigh- 


bour for the extreme friendlineſs of his behavi- 
our, proceeded in the following manner :— 


Mx. Edward Jarvis, a-reputable linen- 


| E< draper in Cork, acquired by his ſobriety, 


* induſtry, and frugality, a very pretty fortune, 


* and haying bred up Tom, his only ſon, in 


his own” buſineſs, left him at his death, in 
of io flouriſhing a way that, if he had been of 
9 hig fa 5 ha d | + to evo bo 

his father's happy and laudable turn, he 
ono * might 
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ht have greatly. improved, the. capital 
j ae devolved to him: $3 Tg e 


60 always 4 violent averſion to a 
e Was ſtrengthkned as he advanced in — 2 
«his frequenting the play-houſe, 5 — 
„the actors his companions, as ſoon, as he 
6 found himſelf his own maſter, and under 2 
„ body's controul, diſpoſed of all his 
1 rad - i. 2 5 0 commence 24 
and wipe off the diſgrace which his father, 
$ had: nigh. yp fathers 
* entail. upon him, y leaving that, ock to his 
2 management. e ſuppo rt the c 8 os 
en gentleman, IE & to, his. falſe ideas; of 
* gentility, when he had conv ertedchis 
c into ready money, he launched into all kinds 
< of, extravagance.: he glittered. in mou 


« cloaths, "afl tated with the beſt com 
5 We 


* (tho' the wjor/f for him, e t 
« men of family as well as one 1 


him for the mea died 


. od, they diverted themſelves with ſpurring 


«jim on to rvin), kept miſtreſſes, gave: enter» 
&'tainments, played deep, drank. hard, and, 
jn ſhort, 1 every thing to break his conſti- 
e tution,. and ta bring  himſelt. t m_ 
But phe 1173 T have . ——— — 

„ andy ones of Which th Was 99905 — - 
*© ſcandalous intimacy, ng generally = 


c t6he carried on between him and lord. — 
cc 


4 


at a to whi 
Bal WA. 1517 25 * this. pos Was = 175 5 
1. of two honeſt cottagers, tf. 
e Men TECELVE 0 1 20 a 
chen, b ing f a; 1 


6 ter, 
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& diſorder, in conſequente of ſome of his irre- 
66 gularities, he was unable to purſue his jour- 
cc ney to the place to which he was travelling. 
«© Molly Barton had, unfortunately for ber, 
2 charms ſufficient to make Tom mad fof the 
«© poſſeſſion of them, and he levelled all his art 
« againſt her ſimplicity. with ſo much ſucceſs, 
5 that he prevaited upen her, when he was 
% well enough to mount his horſe again; to get 
+ up behind him very early one morning while | 
© her parents were faſt aſleep. 


As 'Fom was going to pay a viſit to 4 
<<" yentleman full as lobfe in his principles. and 
“ as licentious in his manners as himſelf, and 
at whoſe table a lady preſided whom he 
% could eafily get rid of when he grew tired of 
„ her, he pleafed himſelf with inkidg, all 
* the way he rode with his lovely innocent 
* Molly at his back, how cleverly his deſign 
% againſt her virtue might be executed in 2 
— — the maſter of which would rather be 
inclined to forward than to defeat it. | 


w PFiusurd with the hopes of ſoon tri- 
c umphing over” that innocence which ought 
% to have inſpired him with emotions very dif- 
5 ferent from thoſe he felt, he arrived at his 
4 friend's, who, never having ſeen him in ſuch 


an equeſtrian equipage before, could not 


help looking at him as if his appearance re- 
\ e ſoms- pen | 


„% Ton having anfwered his looks with 
others ſufficiently intelligent, diſmounted; 
and receiving his bluſhing Molly in his arms, 
* tecommended her to the care of Mrs, Murdel. | 
Vol. I. B & She 


- © take advantage of 
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She was allowed to take her keeper's 
name, who had ſagacity enough to ſee that 
cher new female viſitor was quite unacquainted 
with the intentions of her fellow- traveller, 
© and was baſe enough to wiſh. immediately to 
3 bring ber inte a ne ſmilar to an . 
728995 ie. Artnr 5 
* Mb nur Baur ON being: naturally awittu- 
©-ous; and not at all a filly girl, tho' ſhe had 
tog haſtily given credit to the promiſes of her 
| * pretended. lovers, ho had indeed made a 
* great impreſſion on her tender heart, behaved 
in ſuch a manner 5 4. om when he began to 
ſituation into which he 
had decoyed her, and to ꝑreſs pretty briſkly 
© for:the: only favour Which Re: wanted to rev 
© ceive from her, aas he beheldd the ſex entirel iy 
in a ſenſual light, ande he was extremely dif- 
concerted and thrown ont of his play. After 
© he had been ſo ſucceſsful in drawing her from 
the protection of her parents, and had flatter- 
ed himſelf that ſhe was deſperately in love 
© with him, he little expected to have met 
vith a ſturdy reſiſtance, inſtead of an unlimited 
* ſubmiſſion. » She! reminded him of his pro- 
© miſe to marry her, and abſolutely. refuſed; to 
8 gratify his n till he n de. her his 
"Loves: Nils off Ho. | 
tat nene geeks 
Nh Wappen at e jebuſf, Tom was, 
e e time, prevented from knowing what 
to ſay to her; but at laſt told her, that as 
* he certainly had promiſed to marry her, he 
* would as certainly keep his word on his re- 
© turn home, entreating her, with all the elo- 
* quence he was maſter of, to * him in 
p ii, To 891349 . En 239 the 
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A 


„ appeared during her oppoſition to his impor- 
cc 


. 


60 
66 


and Miſe Meredith,  - ay 


the mean while with all the liberties of a 
huſband, | | ' 
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© MoLLY, for a great while, was deaf to 
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his elocution, and refuſed to grant the liber- 
ties he ſolicited: till he had a right to demand 
them: but when he, longing with redoub- 
led eagerneſs to enjoy her charms, as they 


tunities doubly alluring, gave a paper to 
her, in which he bound himſelf by the moſt 
ſolemn oaths, to make her his wife on his 
return to his on houſe : that paper, and a 
ſudden flow of tenderneſs coming upon her at 
the ſame time, conquered her ſcruples, and 
nature triumphed over virtue — She yielded 
and was undone ; for Tom having previoul- 


ly determined to get the paper which he had 


given her on purpoſe to filence her ſcruples 
into his hands again, ſoon found an opportu- 
fiity when ſhe was not in a ſituation: to de- 
tect him in the execution of-his treacherous' 


: deſigns, and by ſo doing fixed her entirely 


in his powez. P 


ror” MoLLy, as ſoon as ſhe miſled the paper, 


was exceſſively alarmed, and informed her 
ſeducer of her diſtreſs in terms which were 
not leſs forcible for being natural, but with a 
ſimplicity which evidently ſhewed that ſhe 


did not ſuſpect him of having betrayed her. 


Tom, very happy to find that he was not 


2 the object of her ſuſpicion, lamented her loſs 


in well- adapted language, but could not by 


all: her 1atreaties, be prevailed upon to ſup- 


ply it with another promiſſory note, though 


her intreaties were movingly addreſſed to him 


523 B 2 | % on 
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on her knees, and accompanied with ſtream- 


ing tears: he wasequally deaf to the former, 
* and blind to the latter; unmelted by either, 
* he only begged her with much earneſtneſs, 
to make herſelf entirely eaſy on his account, 


and to believe that he would not forget the 


% promiſe about which, ſhe diſcovered ſo much 
* anxiety ; adding, that he wanted not the 
< fight of his own hand-writing to quicken; his 
© remembrance of it, #. 


% MorLLy, relyingon his honour, was com- 
* forted by his aſſurances, becauſe ſhe thought 
** them: ſincere. n a few days afterwards he 
* carried her home as his wife, and ſhe content- 
<< .ed herſelf with her ſhadowy character, ho- 


< ping, that if ſhe was. ſtudious to make ber- 
_ © felf agreeable to him, fhe ſhould. in time in- 


& duce. him to marry her. Animated with 
<<. thefe hopes, ſhe exerted all her endeavours 


© to. render her ſociety pleaſing, and they pro- 


ved ſucceſsful. - Before the end of the year 
** ſhe brought him a daughter, of whom he 
„grew more and more fond every day, when 
<< ſhe began to prattle, and made his Moll 
% very happy by his whole behaviour, whi 


was affectionately conjugal and paternal. 


. © By the extreme prudence of Molly's con- 
duct, and her wt AT efforts to deſerve 
the appellation of a good wife, and a good 
© mother, Tom was very well ſatisfied with 
© his domeſtic life for near nine years; but 
«© then being unfortunately ſeized with a vio- 
i lent deſire to.reviſit his native city (having 
* quitted-it for ſome. years) he fell into the 
company af a ſet ot ſhaspers, W 
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© ced him to ſuch difficulties, that, finding 
© himſelf unable to diſcharge his debts of ju- 
* ſtice, when his debts of honour were ſettled, 
he reſolved to leave the kingdom, and make 
a bold puſh in England, where lived a dif- 
© tant relation of his father's in affluent circum- 
© ftances, whom he had never ſeen indeed; 
but as he was a man diſtinguiſhed for his be- 
* nevolence and generoſity, he preſumed upon 
his own dexterity and addreſs to procure the 
* exertion of theſe virtues in his tavour. As- 
© he, however, had not caſh enough to defray 
© the expences for his removal, he went to his 
* creditors, ſeparately, and by amuſing them 
with a ſpecious about an eſtate which 
© bad juſt fallen to him from an unexpected 
© quarter, but loaded with ſome incumbrances, 
he raiſed contributions which enabled him to 
conduct his manruvret in the manner he wiſh- 
ed: when he had levied the neceſſary ſupplies, 
© he left his houſe on a ſudden without com- 


© municating his defigns: to Molly, wink Har- 


riot Jarvis, his daughter; and a maid ſervant, . 
© who was allo ignorant of his intentions, and 
haſtened te the place of embarkation, He 
left his Molly in the ſame ſituation as he had 
< left his parents when he robbed them of what 
*- they held: moſt dear in life, afleep ; and was 
in too much haſte to fly from the embaraſſ- 
ments which he had brought upon himſelf by 
fo 


© his follies and his vices, to- think of the 
* treſs into which he ſhould. plunge her by 
cruel a deſertion. 


„ Morkr, when the waked and found: net 

her uſual companion by her ſide, was not ſur- 

. © prized, becauſe he 5 Sig role before her; 
| | 3 3 6 but 5. 
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© but ſhe was greatly ſo when, on her going to 
* Harriot's chamber, ſhe miſſed her dear child, 
* on whom ſhe doated, the more for reſembling 
© her father; for notwithſtanding all, Tom's 
imprudencies and diſinclination to make her 
his wife, ſhe felt the ſincereſt affe ction for 
him: the tenderneſs of her diſpoſition exclu- 
ded all reſentment from her boſom, and ſhe 
lived in hopes, that the reaſons which he 
from time to time urged for not er ap. her, 
* Nader be removed. | 55 | 
| 7 hams 
Le Tyre enquiries which the and upon #the 
- . occaſſon were attended with no ſueceſs, for 
© the remaining ſervant could give no account 
- of the ſudden diminution of the family. T 1 
day was ſpent in the moſt agonizing fu | 
and every 1 day id dur increaſe der 
r Wenns 1209 


* * * 
741 * be 4 ? 5 4 bd) mu 3» . . * * 
4 1 


- AO) Harry for Molty, however, zu the 
© midft of her affliction, Tom's creditors were 
more conſiderate than ſhe could have expect- 
ed them to be. As ſoon as they heard of 
"on her calamitous condition; they waited on her, 
and pitying the pecoliarity.! of ber circuni- 
© ſtances, affured her that 1 not take 
© adyantage of Mr. Jarvis infamous behaviour 
both to her and to them, and throw her into 
© difficulties by ſeizing his effects: "nay, they 
* generouſly allowed her to diſpoſe © them, 
when ſhe informed them that the diſpoſal of 
them would be abſolutely neceſfary for her ſub- 
* fiſtence, and helped her to ſell en to the beſt 
| © advantage ; ſo much eſteem, and ſo much 
* compaſſion had they for her; but they aſſu- 
red her, at the ſame time, chat if ever Jar- 
| B 4 | * vis 


— 
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vis oe into their hands; they wauld not 
f ' ſhew/him the heaſt favour. n Ot einn 
einne aul 0 g uod: | 
00 Wasn Molly had weäried herſeif to no 
purpoſe with conjectures about the route 
which Tom had taken, with his daughter 
and maid,” the: 8 herſelf intolreſignati- 
N 8 and / ken firmly believing that everything 
s 0d is ordered for. the. heſt. led : 
141 tha decenty: and propriety which charmed 
every body dhe knew her; upen what dire 
' © ſale-of the houſſiold things produced. 
och 03 bos W 9111 10 295: 10 1 THz! 5 
© JusT when ter little:{tbek abated, 
Mrs. Jordan, a very benevolent lady, the 
{*!lwife of one oft Poms cteditot, 2 wanting a 
dcteet perton: 10 berxlx ahb abouu harz and 
7 lentremrly well ſatisfied: with Mally's 
a; aſked her if ſhe would come and live 
„un ber; Molly, with pleaſure and. grati- 
*-titude, accepted of the propoſed terms, and 
* was immediately received intoithe;family.. - 


A Mas. Jon an, having ſooh aſterwards 


ſome buſineſs. in; England;a n the death of'a - 


ſiſter in Leiceſterſhire, prepared for te voy- 
age, and Molly accompanied her. Since 
-<: their departure I have heard nothing about 
I the latter; and all I know concerning Tom 
is, that the relation to whom he went, hav- 
„ing been formerly engaged in a mercantfle 
I te, had found an opportunity. to ſend him 
ot aach but N ___ When 


N Mr. Meredith Lloked.: Ne 
* Mr. Merrick, who / had diſcovered n many 
_ = laudable emotions s during the recital of it, ſaid, 

— 1 thank 
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© 1 thank you, Sir, for what you have com- 
* municated to me; my bloed riſes at the very 
© thoughts of ſuch a fellow” s exiſting whom 
2 ve deſeribed; and if the Mr. Jarvis, 
in whale favour lord, Bromley. is ſo ſtrongly 
£ © propalſeſſed, ſhould provs to be the identical 
<, man, I ſhall take no ſmall pleaſure. in ac- 
5: quainting his Jordſhip with his villainous * 
5 5 I can't pretend to ſay what e 
my information may have on his lor 5 
* but J do aſſure you, Sir, that I would not 
© have any .conneQions with ſuch à raſcal if he 
© had all the riches of the V gf, © panes þ to thoſe 


1 nne it his , 


Waun be erb above mentioned warthy 
neighbours and: friends: were employed in the 
abo manner, Lend Clayton and Miſs Meredith 
were engaged in 8 very tender oonyerſatien; a 
aa on the reader of en - whos. alone, 
will feel tha force ob. . V124841 BITE 25, .* + 


Vor bock ze mslanchaly, m we — dear Julia, 


e 8 frat: yau for 
© ever-—Baoith all g amiable 
* girl, and believe me = Teal to 


« witneſs, that nothing tall ſhake my canſtan- 
© eytp you. L am very ſure I can love no other 
wwaman, and Pam as ſure that all the powers 
on earth ſhall never make me utter falſhgods at 
the altar. IL am unhappy ennugh alresdy by 
: „ being obliged to tear — from. you's do 
net, oh ! do not, render me more ſo by ap- 
aring as if. you thought ts ner of falſi- 


tying my we vows WN 


1 


114 


Irn | 
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* lord,” ſaid Julia, raiſing her eyes, in whi 
tears ſtood trembling, from the ground, 5 ; 

* imagine that the language of your lips at 
* preſent is not the language of your heart: 
© but you have owned-that you never ſa the 
lady whom your father has choſen for you, 
and, therefore, you cannot ſay how Wan ; 
doe affected at the fight of her. 


- Vo. cannot entertain a very high opinion 
either of — love or honour, Miſs Meredith, 
if you ſuppoſe that the brighteſt beauty na- 
ture ever made, has charms ſufficient to drive 
vour image from my mind. No, my lovel 
Julia, wrong me not ſo-much—think- not 
C + meanly of me,—By every thing dear to me in 
, chis world, by your ſweet ſelf, dearer to me 
than any thing i in it, I ſolemnly ſwear, that 
vou ſhall never have reaſon to tax me with 
perjury. No julia you have twined your- - 
. © felt fo ſtrongly about my fond heart, * 
© will never beat for any other of your ſex, - 
Look up, my deareſt girl-—do you ſtill doubt 
the firmneſs of my attachment to you? are 
vou ſtill diſpoſed to harbour! Mar wn N 
ons concerning me?? 


© I wourty not, Ho Kor my lord, : 
reptied the, again lifting up her moiſtened - 

13 from the ground, I would not willingly 
harbour ſuch ſuſpicions 7 I would not encou- 

4 rage ſuch enemies to my peace; but yo have 
made yourſelf of fo wed conleguence to my 
 ** happineG, thay I cannot; think of your woyape,. 

to ms 1 alarming apprehenſions; 


5 : © eſpecially 


Bo a «6 
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* eſpecially as you have generouſly acquainted 
me with the cauſe of it: and though you 
have, in the kindeſt manner, endeavoured to 
ſoothe the diſquiet of my heart, which you 
have innocently occaſioned to it, I cannot help 

© feeling more than I can poſſibly expreis at 
the approach of the ſeparating hour.“ | 


— 
ä — 
"ery 


'Lorp CrayToN was at once pained and 
pleaſed by his Julia's laft ſpeech ;-painedto think 
| of the uneaſineſs, pleaſed to think of the tender 
| ſenſations which fthe felt on his account. After 
ſuch an affecting ſpeech from ber, operating in 
li ſuch a manner upon him, it may be eaſily imagi- 
| ned that the ſeparating hour was a trying one to 
4 them both: it was indeed truly fo in a very 
| | eminent degree, and the anguiſh which each 
[| "endured at the other's final adieu, was literally 

J ON 


| LORD CIAxTroN embarked with a heavy 
| Heart, and his uncle, with all his friendly at- 
tempts to comfort him, found it no eaſy matter 
| to make him tolerable company: fo much did 
| the recolleQed parting-ſcene at Mr. Meredith's, 
and the anticipated one upon his arrival at his 
. father's, employ his thoughts and increaſe his 
dejection. Little did he fay for ſome hours, 
while they were under fail, and that little 
Mr. Merrick extorted from him with the ut- 
moſt difficulty. | | | 


* FinviNG, at laſt, that his efforts to make 
him a chearful companion were not ſo effectual 
as he wiſhed them to be, he turned to a gen- 
deman who ſat by him, who appeared to be not 
n ent ane eee 7 TOTES DT! an 


— 


1 | IF "og I . - * 20 7 i 
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in- the leaſt of a gloomy diſpoſition; and who 


had occaſionally hag himſelf very: well quali- 
fied to carry on a lively and entertaining conver- 
W ſaid to bimy in order: o rouze his 
lordſhip, Don't yau think it great pity, Sir, 
that love ſhould make a man ſtupid Lord 
© Clayton here, my good nephew, culdotalk 
upon any ſubject whateyer, and to the pur- 


ave; but now tis a deviliſn hard matter, to 


5 


get a ſy 


re +47 44 "£ 4 7 ""* 
2” anc As ia £01113K9 297.130 Ww-Di$C evil 


#4 n me tell yu, before henfell in 


Hlable out of him once in a quarter of 
n 


na ale, ed eromm ont zar 
Lord: Clavronagſmiled faintly. while his 


uncle was ſpeaking, and at the end of his ſpeech 
fetched a deep ſigh, but ſaid nothing. 


Wa Sir replied the gentleman, 7 Lam 


not at all ſurprized at his Iordſhip's taeiturni- 


* 


If * 4 have met with ſeveral people as ſilent in 
the ſameiſituation, and can ea filyſuppoſe that 


a lover, ben abſent from the miſtreſs of his 
heart, may have his attention ſo powerfully 


employed, as not even to know whether he 


is in company er by hanſelf : lover Sir, is a 


mighty : odd: palſign g=ꝗt, appRHare in various 


ſhapes, and its operations ate ſom times yery 


* extraordinary, whimſical, and unaccountable ; - 


but. thank Horn gan all: ray» mifor- - 


- 


tunes, I neger was, in love.. 


v9 nin 18 10 nim 8 r tic 


Misr aRxvonss, Sir! ſaid: lord Clayton 
to the gentleman, looking at him wir, a ww 


ang JA. i d ere giflornch lo nom 
ee eee Lr tu ned 290 bed ? 
Ax, myalord,! I have been harraſſed by n 
variety of misſort use nuder the profſure; of 


. which 


© deſpair, and murmur at 


Snowiag manner. 
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_ © which meny men would: have ſunk: but I, 


7 
unpro us 

© occurrences <4 this . in down in 
— * | nce;' — 
ering every thing agreeably ta my wiſhes, 

© bote them with a firmneſs: which my friends 
7 called philoſophy, but which my enemies 


4 termed inſenfbikty: however, that firmneſs | 


enabled me to etert myſelf towards the re- 
© moval of. the misſcitunes which oppreſſed 
me, and when the exertion of all my abilities 
© was inſufficient to remove them, the conſci- 
© ouſnefs of having done nothing ts deſerve 
© them, Was a” conſolation not e be de- 
1 ſcribed”... Fre Gia 12:43 


Vo drembe whe fpirir &f & trne + philoſo- 
44 -pher, Sir,“ ſaick Lord Clayton, at his 1 
band if you dent think) my ümperti- 
© nent, I ſhall be obliged to you for the recital 
+ of theſe incidents in your life, which * 
2 © _ the yn of am. . | 
; Ogg 

= as gantemiea, kividg: made *. lordſhip 
aw aſſenting bon, opened wo * in the 


fs 14813080 


— My: name had 5.7 hoe te get; 
ſeſſed of a large eſtate in the Weſt Riding of 
*. Yorkſhire; he was a man of learning, ſenſe, 
* and e ; but was ſo deficient in that 
<'fort- of diſciviivnt teeeſſary for- the manage- 


ment of domeſtic affairs, that if my mother 


had not been more happily formed for the 
* conduR- of ſuch affairs, he would not have 
" dees alc 16 make-bie-oftate, _ eonfiderable as 


Dad * it 
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© it was, fufficient to defray his family expences. 
© His good-nature was the cauſe of his indiſere- 
tion; for he was of ſo compaſſionating a dif- 


* poſition, that he could not bear to ſee objects 
© in diſtreſs, - without actually relieving them: 


but as his penetration was not equal to his 


* pity, he frequently threw away upon 

* unworthy objects, which ſhould have been 
employed towards the relief of deſerving ones; 
< ane too many of the former, availing them- 
© ſelves of his exquiſite ſenſibility, appeared 
before him with counterfeited wretchedneſs, 
in order to receive u bounty, well knowing 

4 — he could not reſiſt the ne of it. 


My "ww being; as I have ſaid, 2 man 
of learning, was pleaſed to ſee in me very 
early a turn to letters; and that my literary 
taſte might receive all poſſible — 
© ment, I was placed under an eminent maſter 
nin the county, in whom the ſcholar, the gen- 
© tleman, the chriſtian, were moſt agreea- 

© bly united; for his erudition was without pe- 
< dantry, his gentihity without affeftation, and 
© his rebhgion without gloom. Under his care 
©. I ſpent the happieſt days of my: life, and J 
" frequently remember thofe days with a parti- 

* cular ſatisfaction, becauſe the inſtructions 

© which then made an impreſſion upon my 
mind, fortified it in fuch a manner, as to 
tender it proof againſt the many tougb at- 
+ tacks of adverſity afterwards, to diſturb its 
* peace” Fhank Hibdren tit was never totslly 


* * 


— fur theſe inſtructiens, and my aun 
natural faty to look upon every event 
* in this warld as ordered by a Being all- wiſe 


and Py for purpoſes not to be. —__ 
Y 
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© by our ſcanty / underſtandings, co-operating, 
prevented me from repining at the various 
diſappointments which from time to time tried 
my temper, indeed a good deal, but never 
* plunged me into deſpondence; and [ Tupport- 
* cd myſelf in the midſt of the ſharpeſt by con- 
ſidering, that this life is only a paſſage to ano- 
ther, in which, we are ſtrongly induced to 
believe, thoſe who have ſuffered undeſerved- 
g ly here, will be ene in e _—_ 


| merit hereafter.” els; et 
0 ML TER) 111 4 IG. 1 F 


N Tun (death of excellent „ juſt 
when I had entered into my ſixteenth year, 
was the firſt blow levelled againſt my happi- 
neſs, and I felt it ſeverely : a better woman, 
a better wife, a better parent: never lived. 
The more ſeverely did I feel the weight of 
it, becauſe I had reaſon to expect wery un- 
pleaſing conſequences from it: for my father 
not being ſo much concerned at the loſs of 
her as I was, though an affectionate and in- 
dulgent kuſband, and not able to live without 
a female companion, married as ſoon as the 
half Tear of mourning was expired, a lady 
young enough to be his daughter, with no 
fortune, with nothing to recommend her but 
her perſonal charms. Bewitched with her 
beauty at a ball, he had no ocaaſion to make 
a long courtſhip for the match was too ad- 
vantageous to be refuſed by: a lady who had 
always diſcovered: an inclination to be ave/l- 
married, in the faſtiionable ſenſe of thoſe words, 
and no predilection for any particulagunian— 
Like a prudent woman, the lopked upon her 
—_ a5 merchant dogs on à bale, and the 
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beſt bidder had the beſt chance to get it into 
his poſſeſſion. | 


* 


c My father, n not ha in a” good fate of 
health when he married Miſs Pearſon, was, 
before the end of his firſt year with her; in 
ſo deelining a way, that every body, but 
himſelf, plairffy perceived he was in a deep 
conſumption; and before the expiration of 
the ſecond year, he died, leaving me entire- 
ly in the power of my young mother-in-law, 
till I came of age. Mrs. Benſon's behaviour 
upon the occaſion was far from ſhewing any 
concern; there was, on the contrary, a very 


unbecoming levity in her carriage, as if 


was delighted with her widowhoed, which 
ſhocked me extremely; for I loved my father, 
and conſidered the want of decency in her de- 


Funn as an inſult to his R 


MRS. BENSON . ſoonafterniy 0, 
gave ſuch indiſ utable proofs of her diflike 
to me, which ſhe had art enough to conceal 
while he lived, as I was greatly beloved by 
him, that J had more and more reaſon e- 
very day to lament, with the ſincereſt regret, 
the moment of his deceaſe I could lay, 1 
could do nothing to pleaſe her: all my words 
were miſinterpreted, and all my actions attri- 
buted to wrong motives—Even my literary 


| mow ſubjected me to much ill treatment from 


: She hated reading, ſhe could not abide 


— people: they were ſo aukward in 
company: they were only fit to mepe by 
themſelves:— In ſhort, ſhe found ſo my op- 


6. en to ene with _— that's led 
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a moſt uncomfortable life with her, and wiſh- 
ed, with an inexpreſſible ardor, to arrive at 
my one and- twentietk year, that I might be 
no longer under her controul. | 


* WarmLy, Sai AS wiſhed for- 3 
period, I did not care to let Mrs. Benſon ſee 
that I was diſſatisfied with the power which 


my father had given her aver me in his will, 


naturally fuppoſing that ſne would render my 
life ſtill more difagreeble to me, if I made 
ſuch a diſcovery. You may wonder, perhaps, 
that I remained under the ſame roof with 
her: my allowance was fo ſmall that I could 
not have ſubſiſted myſelf like a gentleman 
from her; and though ſhe treated me in a 
tyrannical manner, I thought it more pru- 


dent to endeavour to make her my friend, 


than to irritate her more againſt me, by fly- 
ing from her. | 


* 


© AFTER heving felt the effeQs of her ins- 
ture and imperious temper, for near a twelve- 
month, I was forced to a double load of un- 
eaſineſs, for ſhe then fell in love with a ma- 
jor on half pay, not worth ſixpence beſides 
that pay, in the very aſſembly-room which 


bad proved ſo fatal to my father, and in a 
© few weeks after wurde was married to him.” 


r 
= Mayor Dizbn was a man fix feet high! 
and a ſpirited fellow: he had fought ſeveral 
* duels 4 he had debauched an inſmite number 
” of women, and he danced, to borrom ma fe- 


a} male phraſe, Me a devi: dut his lature, his 


. 


bravery, hisimmorality, and his dancing, were 


©, * attractions: he wasilliterate to a con- 


temptible 


d 
- 
J 
> 
— 
4 
— 
2 


hen you cannot but be ſenſible t 


* temptible: degree, proud, paſſionate, and ill 
humoured; but Mrs. Benſon only ſaw him 
at an aſſembly in a captivating light, and he 
had dexterity enough not to appear in any o- 
© ther to her till the indiſſoluble knot was tied. 


Tux major ſoon after his wedding · day 
* threw off the maſk which he had aſſumed, in 


Vorder to quarter himſelf upon a good jointure, 


for he had made proper. enquiries inta the 
* widow's circumitances before: he ventured to 
* go to church with her, and appeared in co- 
* lours very different from thoſe in which ſhe 
© beheld him while he courted her: the lover 
in a ſhort time was loſt in the huſband, and 
the huſband not long afterwards became an 
* arbitrary-maſter. $9 intoxicated, however, 
* was Mrs, Dizen with the choice uf her eyes, 
that though the deſpotiſm of his behaviour 
* frequently pained ber heart, ſhe almoſt ido- 


iaad the ground he walked on, and bore all 
his unkind uſage with the apparent reſignati- 
_ © on; of s mertyr: yet, while ſhe ſubmitted 
_ ©: without complaining, to the ill treatment: ſhe 
; © T6ceined from him in various ſhapes, ſhewas 


© far from being unaffe cted by it, and therefore 
* wiſhed to ſtrike upon ſome expedient to ſof- 
ten the auſterity of his carriage to her, 


Tur major, finding her one day in tears, 


ſaid to her in a fierce accent, what do you 
_ ©, blulber ſo for, child? Hay, Bleſs, what ails 


1 How. can you afk thoſe queſtions, my dear 


© major,? replied ſhe, with. great mildyeſs, 


hat your. 


* want 
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'© want, of affection kills me? Are you not 
-© cruel in treating me. with fo much harſhineſs 
for having put myſelf, and all T have in the 
* ne in ee e 196% 12292 2.29. U 1 


N 


<A MIGHTY alk {ada 50 hes FRY 
gering acrols the room 1 <1, have been curſed- 
£1 Ak « bit, madam: taken in by +a lying raſcal, | 
n him— If I had known how littie you 

0 © heme in your own poſſeſſion, I ſhould have 
0 kept my neck out of the collar; but Lam 
e eee ne ng: in ſuch a confounded 
pet 01. ns . n TE 101 | 


- ny 165 2 
1 * 0 + : * 
A bein Deen HAK. 


a Warn thoſe wordb he ſtalke& But of the 
1 room, and fla pped the doo after him, with a 
Violence whioly at onc proved the” Airengih 
'4,0f his arm, and the weakneſs of his under- 
5 © ſtanding. The of ihis-diſappoint- 
ment, with regard to her fortune, made a 
16 deep impreſſion on Mrs. Dixon's mind; but 
8 © inſlead of reſeating his having married her 
For het money, ſhe formed an infa- 
-<: mous: deſign to inquce him to behave to her 
©. with more kindneſs and conſideration, which 
. when communicated - to him met with his 
0 hearty concurrence. Rent . od heiſte 
rener Alus lag. 
FROM that time there was a ſtrikin 4 | 
< teration- in the major's beiauiour to 
5 Dixon they lived together un a ey 
which, ſurprized me extremely, and e 
not much ſeſs aſtoniſhed at the change in the 
© carriage of them both to me, for they equally 
_ © ſtudied to make me amends for all paſt ne- 
6h See, and unaffectionate treatment. 
| nn enen HOT e 
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7 * 11 bid not, PU low 5157 the, lea. | 
*. ſure which reſulted ſrom their kind behaviour 
to me. The day on which I came. of age 
was my laſt happy day in a houſe I then had 
a right to call my own. The major before 
its arrival deſired me to let him have the ho- 
nour of celebrating it with ſpirit; and as I 
looked upon his requeſt as a particular corn 
pliment, I made no objection to it. Accord- 
ing to the uſual way of proceeding upon thoſe 
occaſions; I ſhould have been the maſtet of 
the entertainment; but pleaſed to ſee him 
and Mrs, Dixon happy themſelves, and deſi- 
rous of making u me wy 1 TFT I to be a 
. Aug ¹α on 


K K HGH GA K {A A A „ «a + 


.* © A*' GREAT deal of company was invited, 
and a merrier day was I believe never ſpent : 

it was joyous beyond deſcription ; but I knew 
not how it ended. When I waked-in the 
morning, I waked with ſuch an outrageous 
head-ach that I was almoſt diſtra cted: yet, 
even then the torment I endured was more 
ſupportable than the ſhock which I received 
ſoon afterwards. es. 


* 
. 


28882 


Tux major, when he heard I was ſtirring, 
© came to my chamber, and without diſcover- 
ing any concern at the ſituation in which he 
© found me, told me in a peremptory ſtyle of 
© ſpeaking, that I muſt prepare to remove my- 
© ſel from x houſe in which my = would 
* be no (longer er: . 


c 


67 Frauen with fo ſudden, ſo onexpe find a 


N . I never was ſo confounded in my life: 
# I flood 
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© I ſtood almoſt ſtupified with amazement; 
.£ © but, at length, beginning to feel oy conſe- 
A „ 28 I ceaſed to be a minor, I faid to 
« 22 * Whatdo' you mean, Sir, by ordering 
eme in ſo magiſterial a manner to leave the 
© houſe of which am now the owner?“ With 
a ſneer of inexpreſſible contempt, he replied, 


* © You the owner of this houſe | No, Sir, I 
will make you feel that it — to me, 


4 with every thing 1 in it.“ 


£44 Tuts ſecond th of- his 

© prodigiouſly : I could not ane accom account for 
© the'infolence of his carriage, and for his bold- 
© neſwin aſſuming a charaQer to which he had 

no pretenſions. 


L You will find it difficult, 1 fancy, Sir 
aid, + to-defend'your affertions'— | 


q Debate LT} no—na, 


eman, 


| young gent 
I know very well what Lfay, and what I do: 
I never do things by halves: it is REO me- 


5 bnd of going; to work“ — 


: 


6 Arran haven out ek a more 


phraſes equally elegant and mortifying, he 
« Sled a paper out of his pocket, and holding 


it out to me in his ſtretched hand, ſaid, 
Did you write . 


1. this here gapest - 


{644 Gant my PREM the al 80 
[ to me, and freely confeſſed that my name 
there was indeed in my own hand-wri-- 


* mg.” 25 
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C War well, very well? replied he; why 

then, Sir, by this lame paper, 1claim a right 
«© to this houſe and to every thing in it, as I 
* told. vou before you may read it, if you 

* pleaſe, continued he with an execrable ſneer, 
giving it to me, for you will not be able to 
L 6 what you have done by looking at it.“ 


, 1214 the paper, but will not a 
to deſeribe my feelings, when I found that 1 
had made over all my veal and wagte e 
* to him—lt fell to the ground 


5 You are ſatisfied now, Sir, I ſuppoſe,” | 


ſaid he, grinning from ear to ear. 


© I cannor deny my hand, Sir,” replied | 
I; * but am well alfure that ſome foul play 
© has been made uſe of to proeure the appear- 
* ance'of "SP ana fo much WY CE 


_ © tage.” 


* His aided brutal to che ue: | 
taking up the paper, he gloried in having 
made me ſign my name when i was not in a 

* condition to know what I was about, and 
left me to my own reflections upon the occa- 
ſion, highly applauding himſelf for his bar- 
* barous ingenuity. . | 5 3 

© SUFFICIENTLY aggrieved 4s the anger! 

© cruel cunning, I was ſtill doubly mortified 

* when I heard him and Mrs. Dixon laughing 

* immoderately in a room under me ſoon after- 
© wards —* They are rejoicing, id Ito my-- 
2 bel, on the ſueceſs of their vile W 


* 
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but they cannot with their moſt injurious 
treatment ſhake my reliance on that all-juſt 
© and all- powerful Being, who will not ſuffer 
© the wicked to go unpuniſhed; he will aſſured- 
* ly make them feel the terrors of his acer 
either here. or in a future ſtate.* 


_— 


* Having breathed that ſhort " fſoliloquy; 


© which came ſincerely from the heart, I went 


_ © down: ſtairs, and without takingdeave of my 
| . triumphant adverſaries, quitted the houſe di- 

* realy. I had not much money in my purſe 
© but-after.what had paſſed, I as not in the 
© leaſt deſirous of receiving additional inſults, 
6 by "i any ne, ak the perunicty 
kin - 


Wu my eyes had taken their laſt vie w 
of thoſe grounds, the inheritance of which 
©.had been ſo unfairly wreſted from me, I di- 
reRed; my ſteps. towards a little farm a ſew 
miles off, which my father had ſtocked for a 


many years, in order to reward him for his 
induſtry, fidelity, and integrity. His name 
was Hudion, the moſt grateful creature 1 
ever knew): he had a wife as good as him- 
ſelf; they managed their farming- affairs ſo 
well together, that they always contrived to 
be in comfortable circumſtantes, . They had 
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major had ſeveral times, t in ee en- 
deavoured to ſeduce. F | 


ko Wazx I ee to 40 the . of, my 
© extraordinary ejectment, the honeſt. fellow 


0 + MOPAR his hands t to heaven and ies 15 


worthy man who had ſerved him faithfully 


alſo a pretty innocent daughter whom the. 


I — _ _ WEE trad 
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will the world come to ' By the ſimplicity 
* of; that ejaculation giving as a ſtrong proof of 
* the goodneſs of his heart, as if he had been 
* enabled, by literary acquiſitions to, flouriſh 
with pompous — on the Spe 1 the 
times. 


Tn oer e in, William” 


ad I, may, perhaps, live to N A of 


6 der crimigal conduct ut tl . 


© I yore they will, Sir, . ke, and 
© ran out of the neatiy furniſhed parlour, into 


© which he had reſpeAfully carried me, but re- 


g 19086 ſoon arithew bas in een rt 
Hi eme 1 ie 1 
= Hare is fall matter, Sir, which 1 hart 


4 ee year, take it, and God bleſs you 
„ with, it; Ponly with eit was a thouſand times 


© as much; for I cannot do too much for the 


Jon of my old; maſter, to whoſe eme, I 


owe all I have in the world.“ ett 


His eyes gliſtened while he ſpoke thoſe 


„worde, — could not help throwing myſelf 


on his neck in tears, ſo much was I affected 


at ſo noble — I wiſh 1 could not add ſo rare 


* an ee ard: | T. Hl 


. No, William. replied. * | changing dy" 


attitude, and folding him in my arms, I can- 


not eqnſent to be accommodated with the ne- 


;  Ceſlaries of life at the expence of your labour: 
* Your intended kindneſs to me, however, ſhall 


© be always remembered, ſhall be always. ac- 


1 N with pleaſure, and ſhould I ever— 


*thould I ever have it in my power to reward 
you 


© 
* 


— — 


— 
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© you for thus honouring the memory of my 
* dear father, by feeling compaſſion for me, 

be aſſured I will- am not quite deſtitute of 

© money, my good William; when the little 

T have is gone, I will try, by virtuous induſ- 

© try, in ſome ſhape or other, to procure a ſup- 

* ply: but never will I do a mean thing, ne- 
ver commit an unjuſt action for the ſupport 

| of my exiſtence. The neareſt relation I now 

[| have, and the moſt. likely to put me in a 
| * way to better my fortune, is my uncle Pater- 
; 2. at Jamaica, to whom I determined to 

© ednvey myſelf, while I was coming hither, 

f with all poſſible expedition. If F can but 

make my money hold out (and we never 

* know what may be done by ceconomy till wg 

have been thrown into ſtraitened fituations) 

till I get to a ſea-port, the well-known name 
of my uncle, from his extenſive connections, 
* will, I doubt not, facilitate my paſſage to 
*. him, if I | ſhould have enough left to anſwer 
n the charges of the voyage. = or 


Ms. Hus ox entering the parlour juſt 

* after 1 had ſpoken the laſt word, William ran 

up to her, and with that fort of affectionate 

© {mile which is oftener ſeen in the face of the 

married peaſant than in the features of the 
© wedded peer, ſaid to her, Do, my dear 
Sally, try to perſuade Mr. Benſon to take this 

© bag with him: I am almoſt aſhamed to offer 
him fuch a trifſing fam, for there is but ten 
pounds in it; but I am fare he is heartily 
© welcome to it, and I ſhall work with double 
« pleaſure to fetch it up again. 
W341 1 1555,0:] [% WY 1 Sur 
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© SALLY, a fit companion- for her worth 
©- huſband, then advanced to me with the mo 
* winning countenance I had ever ſeen, and 
preſſed me to increaſe their mutual happineſs 
* by accepting that ſmall proof of their gratitude 


holding the bag to me— 


- © S&LLY's: perſuaſions were very powerful, 
© but they were not irreſiſtible. I agreed how- 
ever to ſtay with them till I was in a properer 
condition for travelling, as I began to find 
farther ill effects from the baſe attacks on my 
* conftitution the preceding evening: attacks 
* which would net have, perhaps, been ſo'inju- 
+ rious to my health, if I had not been uncom- 
© monly temperate, and unaccuſtomed to deep 
© drinking, into which I was ſcandalouſly de- 
[4 coyed. ” " * ” 


Tur following day, while I fat in my 
chamber ruminating on the peculiarity of my 
* own ſtate, and on the precariouſneſs of all 
© human enjoyments in a world full of viciſſi- 
* tudes, and replete with wickedneſs, two ot 
© the major's ſervants arrived with the cloaths, 
© linen, &c. belonging to me, In one of the 
* parcels I found a note written by Mrs. Dix- 
on, which contained a feeble condemnation 
of her huſhand's unjuſt procedure, and ſome- 
thing like an aſſurance that ſhe would endea- 
vour to make him think ſeriouſly of a reſti- 
tution. The note was accompanied with a 
purſe : I tore the note, and returned the 
* purſe : but kept the other things, becauſe I 
* had a right to them. | 

5 I was, 
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« I was; I muſt own, very well pleaſed at 


<. the arrival of my cloaths &c. &c.—becauſe I 


c 
4 


c 
c 
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embraced me with a great deal of cordiality, 


had then an opportunity of availing myſelf 
of ſome of the money offered to me by 
honeſt William and his wife, without feel- 
ing any conſcientious ſcruples, by leav- 
ing with them what would rather encum- 
ber than be ſerviceable to me on my journey. 
In conſequence of that pleaſure, I converted 


all my unneceſlary apparel into ready caſh ; 
finding myſelf able to lay aſide the walking 


ſcheme, I employed William to procure me 
a good horſe for the occaſion : he did fo, and 
urged me, as ſoon as I could bear the motion 
of riding, ſo earneſtly to accompany me to 
the intended ſea-port, that f could not refuſe 
him. There we ſeparated; and I ſhall never 


forget the humane anxlety he diſcovered be- 
cauſe his duty as a huſband and father would 


not permit him to attend me tq the place I 


had pitched upon. He poured out the moſt 


fervent—I will venture to add the ſincereſt 
prayers for my ſafety and proſperity in every 
ſcene of life in which I might be engaged; 
and I with as much fervor, with as much ſin- 
cerity, wiſhed him a long continuance of the 
domeſtic happineſs which he deſervedly en- 
joyed. 


© I THOUGHT myſelf extremely lucky in 
meeting with a friend in the captain of the 
ſhip which was ready to ſail for Jamaica : the 
more ſo as I had never ſeen his face till then, 
nor did he appear ever to have ſeen me be- 
fore; but as foon as I made my name known 
to him, and my affinity to Mr. Paterſon, he 


and 
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* amd told me that he would do-every thing in 
© his power to render the voyage agreeable to 
me. By captain Thomſon's polite aſſiduities, 
therefore, I had no reaſon to complain of my 
* accommodations, - which, with a fair wind, 
g _ ine weather, and the ſociety of {ome enter. 
„ taining people on board, had ſuch an effect on 
* my ſpirits, that I gave the veins to fancy, and 
could not help buoying myſelf up with the 
- hopes of a turn of fortune in my favour I was 
* young at that time— I have long ceaſed to. 
deal inſuch kind of ſelf-flattery. 


© NoTuixG happened Taken the firſt fort- 
night of our voyage worth 'communicating, 
excepta litle incident, the recollection of which 
almoſt brings tears into my eyes at this in- 
ſtant. Having occaſion to change my cloaths, 
1 took-ont a ſuit which William had-packed 
up in a box purchaſed by me at Hull, and to 
my very great ſurprize found in one of m 

waiſtccat pockets the indtvidual bag I had re- 
jected at the farm with che ſum which. it then 
contained, 5 


. 


f endet at ſo 3 3 41 a ſight i flood. 
for ſome moments with my eyes fixed upon it, 
6  Jechng 1 in theſe. moments a variety of emoti- 
*, 0ns; the gratitude and generoſity of the good 
creature, who ſecreted it for my ſervice,” af- 
. fected me very much. But as there was no 
-poſſibility of my returning it to him at that 
time, I laid it by carefully with a determina- 
tion to make him ſufficient amends for his diſ- 
intereſted regard for me, if fortune ever ena- 

* en me to act agreeably to my wiſhes. . 
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4 es that day we purſued our voyage 
with ſuch unproſperous omens, that I began 
to think I ſhould never reach the port 'to 
* which I was bound, alive.—Half a dozen re- 
© ſolute and refractory fellows gave the captain 
© a great deal of uneaſineſs, and made him do 
© violence to-his inclination, as he was natural- 
* ly humane, by inflicting ſevere puniſhments 
on them for their diſobedience: puniſhments 
©. whicl they certainly merited ; but they were 
© attended with, conſequences which threatened 
N deftruicuon to 740 perſon on board, 


„TRR mutineers, thoroughly galled with 
© the correction which they had received, me- 
* ditated revenge: but, in order to conceal 
© their infernal intentions, redoubled their acti- 
© vity and diligence, and behaved in ſuch a 

laudable manner, as to induce the captain 
to believe that they would never r deſerve the 


_ © ſamediſcipline again. 


© A Few nights afterwards they contrived, 
© when every body around them was either faſt 
* aſleep, or too much intoxicated to obſerve 
* their motions, to ſet fire to the veſſel, after 
3 „having thrown out, a boat in order to make 
| © their. eſcape. in it; and we ſhould all; it is 
| s highly probable, have periſhed in a dreadful 
manner, if one of the villainous gang, provi- 

- © _dentially repenting of what he had done, had 
not, inſtead of following his comrades into the 

N boat, awaked the captain, and informed him 
« of his dangerous. fituatioff, umploring his par- 
don, full of contrition, upon his knees, for 
© baving 
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having been acceſſary to ſo atrocious an ac- 
s tion, 

An alaambens imenbdiately Bees through 
the whole ſhip: thoſe who were aſleep were 
ſoon waked, thoſe who had lain ſtuptfied on 
deck were ſoon rouſed to à ſenſe of their dan- 
ger, and when they were ſenſible of it were. 
not ſlow in exerting their endeavours to ſtop 
the progreſs of the flames; and indeed, there 
was ſo much activity at every part of the ſhip, 
during which the captain himſelf, who iffued 
the moſt prudent orders on the diſtreſsful occa- 
ſion with the moſt admirable preſence of 
mind, was not idle, that they were in a 
ſhort time got under; but not before they 
had done conſiderable miſchief. - | 
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A warn the flames were/quite extinguiſhed, 
the captain made @ ſtrict enquiry after-the 
five delinquents ho had been impeached by 
their nting- companion, imagining that 
they had concealed themſelves ſomewhere ; . 
3 had rowed. themſelves out of his 8 
reach. 


* Bzs1Dxs the danſe 4 to che beſet 
by the flames, there was no ſmall havock 
among the baggage-belonging to ſeveral of my 
fellow-paſſengers ; but I: was the principal 
ſufferer by them, for every thing in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, except the cloaths on my back, was 
conſumed. However, I murmured not at 
my fate. I was ruined, but I was reſigned: 
the greateſt part of my caſh was in the box 
_ IT yet I locked forward 
: C 3 wn 
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with a lively hope, and felt the conſciouſneſs 
* of my own innocence ſufficient to bear me up 
'* againſt the ſhocks of adverſity. One paſſen- 
© ger only on board ſuſtained no loſs by the 
fire, and he was the/moſt:profligate wretch I 
ever met with ; but his peculiar good fortune 
made no change in my ſentiments with re- 
gard to the diſpenſations of providence,  * 


Jos when we were within two days ail 
of Jamaica, the elements conſpired againſt 
© us. A ſtorm aroſe, and raged with ſuch fury, 
that our maſts were ſoon torn away, and our 
< rigging ſcattered in the air: the majority of 
the crew were waſhed' overboard, and many 
of the paſſengers overwhelmed by the burſt- 
ing waves. We were driven ſeveral leagues 
from our track, and the ſhip from its leaki- 
neſs filled ſo faſt,” that rthe captain, 'myſelf, 
and four men befides, could hardly keep her 
from ſinking by pumping: we were alſo re- 
© duced to a deplorable ſituation for want 6f 
- proviſions, ſo that, after the ſtorm had ſubſi- 
ded for ſome hours, we expected every mo- 
ment to be buried in the ſea; and floating 
upon the hulk, committed ourſelves to the 
care of Heaven: weak, faint, and emaciated, 
we remained ſeveral hours ina ſtate which 
made exiſtence ſcarcely ſupportable. At laſt 
we deſcried a fail, at a great diſtance indeed; 
but we were ready to expire under the joyful 
emotions which it excited in us. As the ſhip 
approached we petceived French colours; 
hut ſituated as we were, nature conquered all 

7 political conſiderations: for every human crea- 
1 ture in diſtreſs is an object of compaſſion to 
* 55 _ © another 


- 
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© another who is not entirely diveſted of hu- 
© manity, | 

7 F 
© Tax French commander behaved on the 
occaſion, as anytruly benevolent being would 
have behaved in the ſame circumſtances ; but 
the politeneſs which accompanied his benevd- 
lence, gave it an additional luſtre. He accom- 

modated us with every thing neceſſary, and 
aſſured us that he ſhould on his arrival at 

Martinico, from which place he had been 

privateering, I found without ſucceſs, with a 

great deal of pleaſure, facilitate our paſſage 

to Jamaica, or to any other of our ſettlements - 
more deſirable by us. 


— 
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© MoNns1tvur de Bouchaine did not amuſe - 
us with flowery ſpeeches full of exceſſive com- 
plaiſance, without a grain of ſincerity in 
them: he recommended us in ſo proper a 
manner to the governor (to whom he was diſ- 
tantly related) that he not only treated us 
with humanity but tenderneſs, and as ſoon as 
we recovered our ſtrength and ſpirits, ſent 
us in a ſloop of his own to our wiſhed-for 


iſland. 


My uncle received me very affe ctionately, 
and by thus receiving me, made me ſo happy 
that my paſt diſappointments and diſtreſſes 
were but faintlyremembered. When had rela- 
ted to him the accaſon of my voyage, he ex- 
claimed with great vehemence againſt my mo- 

ther- in- law, attributing the major's villainous 
proceedings to her contrivance; and when I 
acquainted him with my misfortunes during it, 

dhe embraced me with all the eagerneſs df a 

| Ca fond 
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fond parent, declaring that he would do his 


utmoſt to make me forget my ill uſage and ill 
luck. —* I cannot help wondering, concluded 
he, at your philoſophical and pious turn ſo 
early in life; but I look upon it as a right 
turn, and dare ſay that you will reap no ſmall 
advantage from it in your journey through 
life.“ | | CSS 

* Mr uncle, diſcovering in me an aptitude 

to learn mercantile buſineſs, trained me up 
in his compting-houſe, and when he died, 
about ten years afterwards, left all that he 
Was poſſeſſed of to me, as he was unmarried 
and had no child; but a little before his dgath, 

he recommended his principal perſon to be my 
partner, daring pretty capital of his own, 
together with abilities which might be of con- 
fiderable ſervice to me. 4 


© AGREEABLY to his in, requeſt, as I 
may juſtly call it, I took Mr. Roper into 
partnerſhip, with no kind of reluQance ; he 
was, indeed, a very ſenſible, active man; 
he was formed for the management of com- 
mercial affairs; he was indefatigably induſ- 
trious, and had a great many good quali- 
ties, | . 


_ © Mx. RorzR, when he was become my 


c 
c 
c 
c 
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partner, ſtruck out a variety of expedients to 
1mprove our fortune, and as thoſe expedients 


_ proved ſucceſsful, I began to have a higher 


opinion of his talents, than I had while my 
uncle was alive, Being always rather of a 
ſpeculative than a buſtling temper, I left the 
buſineſs almoſt entirely to him, and made fre- 


* quent 
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vent viſits to a little retired villa I had pur- 

naſed a few miles in the country, in order 
to enjoy my intellectual pleaſures, which 
were ever my favourite ones, without inter- 
ruption. In that retirement I ſpent my time 
with the more ſatisfaction, as I repoſeg the 
greateſt confidence in my 100 tner, and en 
at length, ſo fond 75 it, that I buried myſelf 
for weeks ſucceſſively among my books, with» 
out feeling the al deſire to mals 3 . 
after my plantations.” | 


* 
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© AFTER having paſſed about five years, 
partly at Kingſton and partly at my villa, I 
* wag one morning extremely ſur ſed. at the 
© latter, by a viſit. from a perſon whom I never 
© expected to have ſeen there: my viſitor was 
= 
- 
F 


honeft William, and he accoſted me with 
ſuch marks of undiſſembled joy in his counte- 
nance, that I could not help aſking him,. with 
a wondering accent, what brought ** to Ja- 


maica.“ 4 | | „ 7 , 


*T cams on your account, Sit,” replied 
he: © I would have gone to the end of the 8 8. 
to find you out. 


K You are a good EIS Wea Hp 
fad I. but ſit APE, and tell me your bu- 
„ finels,_ | | 


WI Y, Sir u muſt know, after my re- 
turn home, T 2 ale not reſt for thinking of 
„ Major Dixon's roguery, and ſo reſolved Gl 
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Ir was a kind reſolution, William, but I 
cannot flatter myſelf with ſuppoſing that you 
_ © ever found an opportunity to carry your 


1 HAYE carried it at laſt, though Sir,” 
replied he, rubbing his hands, F have; in- 
.* deed; been a long while about it; but better 
© late than never you know, Sir; howſomever, 
© T don't know whether I fhould have had the 
* paper if Mrs. Dixon had lived.“ | 


Liv IS ſhe dead then? 


— 


wy 


by „ S 


of 4 


* Sus is, and it pleaſed God not to les her 
* go out of the world, till ſhe had done all in 
© her power to right the injured,” 


"© You amaze me, Willam——but pray 
eee eee 
© Wren ſhe found herſelf paſt recovery, 
© Sir, ſhe ſent for me, and after having prayed 
.._ © ©to Heaven to forgive her for conmving at. 
your being kept out of your eſtate, gave me 
© the paper, by which you was deprived of it, 
. and defired me to convey it to you, that you 
might proceed to take meaſures immediately 
againſt the major, whom ſhe accuſed heavily 
of having uſed her very ill, and of being the 
cauſe indeed of the condition in which ſhe 
then lay: ſhe did not live many hours after- 
wards. As ſoon as I heard ſhe was dead, I 
determined to ſet out myſelf to Jamaica, not 
only to thank you in perſon for the ſeveral kind 
* xemittances which I have received from you, 
but to be ſure of your having this paper, 
_ © which 
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 ©* hich 1 thought 'of too much conſequence | 
to be truſted to the hands of any body elſe.” 


© WILLIAM then gave me the very paper 
© which TI had ſigned in a ſtate of intoxication, 
© and Iclafped the honeſt fellow cloſe to my bo- 
* ſom, for his gratitude and affection; telling 
© him that the trifling ſums I had ſent him from 
© time to time were not equal to his deſerts, 
and that if I lived I would give him reaſon to 
©be more ſatisfied with my acknowledgments 
for all his ſervices to me, 


_ ©"Tar1s unexpected event almoſt threw me 
gut of that æquanimity which I had, hitherto, 
firmly relying on the goodneſs and juſtice of 
providence, maintained : the pleaſure I felt 
upon the õccaſion bfoke out in a manner not 
altogether philoſophical ; but the little tran- 
ſports of nature were ſoon checked, by the 
refſe ctions on the uncertainty of every ſublu- 
nary enjoyment which followed them. 


eee tf, @-» 


* Havinc: furniſhed myſelf with a pretty 
large ſum, imagining that my adverſary 
would not evacuate his ill-gotten poſſeſſions - 
without being compelled by a ſuperior weight 
of metal, and taking leave of Mr. Roper, 
who very warmly congratulated me on my 
ſeeing the road clear to the r2c6very of my 
eſtate, I left Jamaica, and after an uncom- 
monly expeditious voyage, ſurprized the ma- 
jor with my arrival in England. 

| 

* THE major was ſtartled at my arrival; but 
not intimidated ; for when I, after having 
upbraided him in the ſevereſt terms, though 
Lp, o 8 in 


— e ͤ . ... ,‚§«ÜÄ;.S p M i T_Y 
* 


— T_T OR — 22 x —— COTE 
® 7 N 0 ” 


„%%% ͤ J A die as 


8 


K a «a M «a 


60 NV. Hiſtory of Lord Clayton 


. 


c 
c 
8 
c 
c 


c 
4 


in terms not half ſo ſevere:as he merited, for 
his treacherous proceedings, produced the pa- 
r by which he had diveltzd me of my law- 
| inheritance, he with an inſolent compo- 
fure in his countenance, drew another paper 
out of his pocket, and told me, that while 
he was maſter of that manuſcript, I might 


* 


whiſtle for my eſtate. 


© Hz would not let me ſee the paper on 


which he ſo much plumed himſelf; but I ſup- 
poſed it to be a duplicate, with the forgery 


of my name at the bottom of it : and finding, 
by his behaviour, that my conjectures about 
him had not been too haſtily formed, I ſet off 


for London to conſult a gentleman equally 


eminent for his abilities and integrity in the 
law, that I might, at once, act againſt him 
with vigour and with prudence. By bis ad- 
vice I entered into a proſecution _—_ the 
major, who made the moſt ſpirited prepara- 
tions to keep the rent-roll which he had wreft- 
ed from me in his own power, and made my 


ſuit ſo very expenſive, that I was obliged, in 


a ſhort time, to ſend to. Jamaica for a fup- 
EI 


Ixs r EAD of a ſupply, I received intelli- 
gence which cut off all the hopes I had en- 
tertained of recovering my right, juſt when 
they were the moſt flattering: for Mr. Roper 
informed me, that my plantations were to- 
tally deſtroyed by a hurricane. 


© I was, I own, ſhocked at the contents of 
his letter on my firſt, peruſal of it: I was 


2 moved, but I murmured not ; I had for many 


years 
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years been bleſſed-with proſperity, and I was 


* thankful for ſo long a continuance of it: 1 


had farmerly ſupported myſelf under the tri- 
als of adverſity, and I prayed fervently for 
the ſame fortitude on the return of them. 


* I wenT to Jamaica, and beheld the ha- 
vock which the hurricane had made with the 


eyes of diſappointment, not deſpair : but all. 


that havock did not afli& me ſo much, as 
the treachery of him with whom I was too 
cloſely connected, not to be abſolutely ruined 
by it. Mr. Roper, in ſhort, 88 to 
have received my conſent, had ſold my houſe, 
diſpaſed of my effects, and conveyed himſelf 
away nobody knew whither. F 
© My ſituation was ſtill more diſtreſsſful: my 
appearance at Kingſton brought a number of 
creditors about me, and as my partner had 
rendered it impoſſible for me to anſwer their 
demands, my perſon was ſeized, and I was 
impriſoned. It was to no purpoſe that I gave 
a ſuccinct account of the ſtate of my affairs, 
and aſſured them that they never would re- 
ceive any benefit from my impriſonment. Mr. 
Roper had, I found, before his precipitate 
departure, informed them that I was gone to 
take poſſeſſion of a conſiderable eſtate in Eng- 
land: they, accordingly, diſbelieved me, when 
I urged my inability to diſcharge the debts 
which ſtood in their books in my name. 


© PROVIDENCE, however, did not permit 
me to remain a great while bereft of my li- 


berty, and poorly accommodated with the 


meer neceſſaries of life. Mr. Sullivan, a 
; 0 young 
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N gentleman of Iriſh extraction, but a 
eſt-Indian by birth, the ſon of the moſt 
© mercileſs of my creditors, having a large for- 
tune bequeathed to him by an uncle in Ireland, 

and. finding himſelf, by ſuch an unexpected 
legacy, rendered independent on his father, 

generouſly bound himſelf to cancel all my 
* debts, and begged me to accompany him to 
Dublin, where his uncle had KONG enjoyed a. 
- lucrative poſt. | 


nA KN c- 


: Is conſequence of this happy alteration in 

* my condition, I accompanied Mr. Sullivan, 
and lived with him in friendſhip and affluence 
* ſeveral years.—I ſhould have, perhaps; lived 
* with him at this time, if he had not married 
a woman of ſo perverſe a temper, as to have 
no reſt till ſhe had occaſioned a breach be- 
tween us. As her huſband was extravagant- 
p fond of her, ſhe eaſily filled his mind with 
ſuſpicions concerning my honour, with regard 
to him: in ſhort, ſhe contrived to make him 
ſo jealous of me, "that 1 thought 1t more pru- 
dent to withdraw, in order to prevent any 
fatal conſequences ariſing from his credulity. 

I am, therefore, going with 'a ſmall ſum 
which I: ſaved out of his liberalities to me 
(for. a temporary relief, in caſe I ſhould be 
again the ſport of fortune) to retire to my 
faithful Wilkiam's farm, where I. am ſure of 
being well received. Under his humble, but 
happy roof, I ſhall endeavour to buſy myſelf 
in ſome manual occupation for the benefit of 
my health, and to earn ſomething that I may 
not be a burden to him: and by having fre- 


* quent recourſe 0 intelleQual amuſements, I 
L has” a Hope 
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hope to keep my mind in a ſtate of content- 

ment and tranquility.— I have gone through 
a variety of ſcenes; I have met with ill uſage 
and good treatment, I have been lucky and 
unlucky in this world, but my ſucceſſes never 
made me forgetful of the mutability of all hu- 
man affairs, nor did the misfortunes I en- 
' countered ever drive me to deſpondence: fo 
that Iam, I truſt, better prepared for another 
change, -whether proſperous or adverſe, than 
if my life had not been diſtinguiſhed by ſuch 
ſtriking viciſſitudes; and I thank God, with 
all my heart, for not having made me of a 
© diſpoſition to cenſure his government of the 
* umverſe becauſe every thing does not happen 
exactly according to any wiſhes.” 
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HRE Mr, Benſon Finiſhed his narrative, and. 
all who heard it not only admired the enviable 
frame of mind by the aſſiſtance of which he 
had ſupported himſelf under his ſeveral diſtreſſes, 
but aſſured him that they hoped he would live 
to triumph over the baſe poſleflor of his Patri- 
mony. 


Ar Cheſter Lord Clayton and Mr. Merrick 
took a very friendly leave of Mr. Benſon, and 
his lordſhip gave him a ſincere invitation to his 
father's houſe in Square, being certain of 
his meeting with a cordial reception, if at*any 
time buſineſs or 9 Mould being him to 
London. 


Wir the Fark ef Bromley "ad Mr. Jarvis 
were like two mercenary dealers pleaſing them- 
ſelves with coupling their children together like 
cattle, and wrong with impatience for Lord 

Clay ton's 
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Clayton's arrival from Ireland, Miſs Jarvis took 
no ſmall pains, as ſhe abhorred their Smithfield 
tranſactions on her account, to make them of 
no conſequence to her. In the mioſt ſupplica- 
ting ſtrain ſhe implored her father not to force 
her inclination to rebel againſt her duty, nor 
to condemn her to be married to a man whom 
ſhe had never ſeen, and whom ſhe could never 
like, when ſeen, as her heart was too, ſtrongly 
pre-engaged to be at her owa diſpoſal. 


LANGUAGE of this kind, uttered with all 
the appearance of ſincerity, and in an affecting 
manner, would have moved many parents to 
compaſſion, and have made them repent of their 
arbitrary behaviour; for certainly to take ſteps 
to render a child miſerable for life by a deteſted 
marriage is to lay aſide the tender, and to aſ- 
ſume the tyrannical parent. Children ought to 
be implicitly dutiful, it will be ſaid, by thoſe 
who are warm (perhaps weak) advocates for 
parental authority: but by what law are chil- 
dren neceſſitated to become wretched in a ſtate 
from which they cannot extricate-themſelves to 
humour capricious or avaritious parents? not 
ſurely by the law of nature, nor of reaſon? 


Mx. Jarvis dazzled with the proſpe@ of a 
coronet in his family, was equally deaf to his 
daughter's ſupplications, and unmoved by her. 
tears—Ambition and affe ction are hardly com- 
patible; the man who thinks of aggrandizing 
his child by marriage ſeldom beſtows a thought 
upon her happineſs at the ſame time. But 
happineſs is now grown ſo unfaſhionable a word, 
that an apology is almoſt neceſſary for the uſe 
of it.—Day after day however Charlotte en- 

2's | ; 5 dea vdured 
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deavoured to make her father relent in favour 
of Mr, Harriſon, to whom he had himſelf given 
the greateſt encouragement, and whom ſhe 
could not give up. for any other man, ſo deep 
was the impreſſion which he had made on her 
tender heart. Every day her endeavours proved 
fruitleſs indeed, but every day ſtrengthened her 
attachment to her lover. 


Mx. HARRISON had neither high birth nor 
A large fortune to recommend him ; but he was 
a gentleman, and had a very handſome allow- 
ance from his father, who, was in exceeding 
good circumſtances ;—the old gentleman, hav- 
ing acquired a genteel fortune in a public em- 
ployment, was retired to taſte the ſweets of it, as 
he never was fond of a public life, though no- 
was better fitted to make a figure in it. He 
loved his ſon with the ſincereſt affection, and 
very much approved of his pre poſſeſſion in fa- 
vour of Miſs Jarvis—He felt himſelf, it is true, 
ſomewhat piqued at the behaviour of Mr. 2 
vis; but for Charles's ſake he ſtifled his reſent- 
ment, and deemed it more prudent to try to 
bring about his ſon's union with the only wo- 
man in the world with whom he could be hap- 
py, by addreſs, and by concealing what he felt 
upon the occaſion, than to defeat his wiſhes by 
avowing his chagrin, | 


TulNss were in this ſituation when Lord 

Clayton and his uncle arrived at Bromley-houſe. 
They were both received with open arms by 
the earl, who expreſſed particular ſatisfaction at 
the arrival of the latter, not having expected 
ever to have ſeen him again in England. 


Logs 


co 


— 


66 The Hiſtory of Lord mo 


ny 


Lord BroMLEY very ſoon came to the 
point, by telling his ſon, that he hoped to find 
bim pleaſed with the contents of the letter 
hich he had ſent to haſten his departure from 
Ireland ; but Lord ee anſwers upon that 
ſubject were ſo little ſatisfactory, that the old 
earl grew warm, and left the room in a paſſion, 
ſwearing that if he did not conſent to marry 
Miſs Jarvis he would never ſee his face any 
more, ik | 
Lord CLayToN was much affected at his 
father's paſſtonate carriage, and moved towards 
the door in order to follow him, that he might 
give a new turn to his ideas, and inſpire him 
with new ſenſations; with ideas and ſenſations 
more favourable to him: but Mr. Merrick ſtop- 
ped him. Stay, my lord,” faid he, and be 
* adviſed by one who is truly your friend, and 
will leave no ſtone unturned to throw matters - 
into another channel. Your father is now in 
a violent paſſion, and, therefore, he cannot 
be talked to, eſpecially on a ſubjeQ diſagree- 
able to him, at a worſe time: have alittle 
patience till he is cool, for coòl, I know he 
will be, by and bye (I am no ſtranger to his 
quick flying-out when his temper is ruffled) 
* then I will attack him, and muſter up all the 
© logic I can, to convince him that he is acting 
a part for which he will be juſtly condemned 
© by every man who has a — of good- nature 
in his veins. Our firſt buſmeſs. muſt be to 
© make a ſtri& enquiry about this Jarvis, to 
whom his lordſhip is in fuch a hurry to be al- 
lied, onlychecauſe he has brought home ſuch 
© a*d—d. deal of money from the Eaſt-Indies, 
527k ace that 
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© thatis, in other words, cheated the poor taw- 
ny devils without any conſcience. Remember 
Mr. Meredith's ſtory—If he turns out to be 
Tom Jarvis of Cork, I ſhall without difficul- 
© ty I believe. put a ſpoke in his wheel for all, 


dis /acs and rupees.” 


Lord CLAYTON very readily agreed to go- 
vern himſelf by his uncle's advice, and took 
care, during the remainder of the day, not to 
whet the earls anger by oppoſition, | 


Ms. MrrRICx, not being of a humour to 
delay the execution of any ſcheme which had 
ſtarted into his head, went the very next day 
to the Jeruſalem coffee-houſe. There, while 
he was drinking his coffee, aſked the waiter, 
who brought him the paper of the day, whe- 
ther a'Mr. Jarvis, lately arived from the Eaſt- 


Indies, uſed that houſe, 


Tas waiter anſwered! in the affirmative, 
and told him alſo he was expected every mi- 


nute. N = 


Mx. MxnRIc k, then obſerving that a gentle- 
man who ſat by him made up a hp at the name 


of Jarvis, took an oportunity, without appearing 


impertinently inquiſitive, as he fuund by his con- 
verſation, that he had not long been from Ben- 
gal, to aſk ſuch queſtions as would, he thought, 


tend to procure the intelligence which he want- 


ed. He was not diſappointed ; for on his ſaying 
that he had heard Mr. Jarvis came over with a 
very large fortune, the gentleman replied, 
Aye, Sir, a much larger one than he deſerves, 


between you and I: but ſome folks have bet- 


© ter 
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ter luck than others: Mr. Jarvis was not al- 
ways the great man he is now: there was a 
time when he would be glad to crack a bottle 
with me, but becauſe I have not been ſo fortu- 
nate as himſelf, he turns up his noſe at me, 

and looks as if he thought me unworthy of 
his notice: he has forgotten his creditors at 


23 Cork, I ſuppoſe. ? 


Ar Cork, Sir P faid Mr. Merrick, eager- 
ly; did Mr. Jarvis ever live at Corke d 


R 6 K R K X a- 


Arz, Sir, as ſure as you fit there. He 
was born at Cork; bis father was a very e- 
minent linen-draper there, and left him at 
* his death in a good way of buſineſs: but he 
* choſe to be — 19 and therefore ſold 
* off all his ſtock, kept the moſt expenſive com- 

© pany, lived in the moſt extravagant manner, 
ran deeply in debt, debauched a pretty inno- 
© cent girl, the daughter of an honeſt cottager 

* who entertained him hoſpitably when he was 
© ſeized with a ſudden ülnels, and fled from Ire- 
* land for fear of being arreſted: I could tell 
* you a great deal more of his hiſtory, a great 
deal more than he thinks I know of? but I 
* don'tcareto run on againſt him, leſt I ſhould 
be ſuſpected of as thus mer oder n 
out of envy,— | | 


Mz. MrerRrick certainly did ſuſpect the 
communicative gentleman of being under the 
influence of that very common paſſion, though 
he ſeemed not-gonſcious of its operation on him; 
but being ſatisfied with what he had heard, he 
laid down his three-pence, and n away. 
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WHEN he came to the earl's, and was told 
that Lord Clayton was in his own apartment, he 
went up to him, and as ſoon as he entered the 
room, ſaid, perceiving him in a melanchol 
attitude, Courage, my lord, we ſhall proſ- 
* per at laſt, I believe 


Lord CLayrToN,' ſtarting from his penſive 
poſture, replied, * What do you mean, my 
dear Sir ?? E 


* Mx. Jarvis is the very man we could 
* wiſh him to be: the individual Tom Jarvis of 
* Corke, and I ſhall take the firſt opportunity 
* to make the earl acquainted with his urg, 
not doubting but that his lordſhip will then ſee 
* him in another, and leſs advantageous light.” 


* You are extremely kind, Sir,” ſaid Lord 
Clayton, “ to give yourſelf ſo much trouble on 
* my account ; but I am afraid you will not be 
* ſucceſsful, for— \, 


* WELL, well, ſaid Mr. Merrick, haſtily in- 
terrupting him, I hear your father's. voice, 
* I will go and try what effect my intelligence 
* will have upon him—His family-pride and his 
regard for character may, perhaps, get the 
* better of his avarice, when I have informed 
* kim of Mr. Jarvis's origin, and of his many 
*, diſhonourable actions.“ 


went dire&lyan ſearch. 


THrvs having ſaid, he 


of his lordſhip, and found him in his library, 


Wurn 
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| Warn he had related all that he had heard, 
on very good authority, concerning Mr. Jarvis, 


he added, And now, my lord, can you really 


think an alliance with ſuch a man a deſira- 
* ble thing? will he not, with all his wealth, 
* be a diſgrace to your family.?? - 


* Mr dear Merrick,” {aid my lord at the con- 


cluſion of thoſe queries, you have diſcovered 


* a great deal of affection for my ſon, by en- 
* deavouring to prejudice me againſt an alliance 
* which ſquares not with his inclination; but 
all you have heard concerning Mr. Jarvismay 
be falfe, for the diſtinguiſhed favourites of 
fortune are always enviable objects, and it is 
the perpetual employment of the poor to cir- 
culate malicious reports againſt the rich. 
Somebody, I ſuppoſe, who knew him in dif- 
ferent circumſtances, and is diſcontented with 
his own, has trumped up. a. heap of lies, in 
order to tarniſh the luſtre of his wealth: 
what you have communicated, therefore, will 
not deter me from, entering into any family- 
connections with him? SM 


< 
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Ma. Merrick was going to authenticate 
his narrative, by mentioning Mr. Meredith's 
name, with whoſe character and connections 
his lordſhip could not be unacquainted, hoping 
thereby to remove all his incredulity: but a 
ſervant coming in to announce the very man, 
of whom he had been talking, put a ſtop to a- 
ny farther converſation about him at that time. 
He therefore retired, in order to look for his 
nephew, not at all pleaſed with the open- 
ing of his interview with Lord Bromley, yet 
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not in a deſpairing way with regard the reſult 
of another: he was not eaſily thrownt out in 
the purſuit of any kind of game; he was of a 
moſt perſevering diſpoſition, and conſequently 
very well qualified to go t hrough the buſineſs 
which he had undertaken. 


MR. Jarv1s, having congratulated his lord- 
ſhip on his ſon's ſafe arrival from Ireland, aſked 
if he was at home. -Lo1d Bromley ſaid, that he 
had not ſeen him for ſome hours, but touched 
the bell—Lord Clayton was abroad, 


* Wert, my dear Lord, I hope to have the 
* honour of your lordſhip's company and your 
© ſon's to-morrow at dinner: I ſhall have a 
* few friends of both ſexes; and then Lord 
* Clayton and my daughter will have a good 
* opportunity to chat a little together, and 
© take other themſelve sagreeable each other 
before they join hands? | 


_ Lorp BroMLEy, while he was returning 
home with his ſon and Mr. Merrick, . aſked the 
tormer how he liked Miſs Jarvis ? 


Hp not my affeQtions been pre-engaged, 
* my lord, I might have, perhaps, found her - 
* charms irreſiſtible: but handſome and accom- 
* pliſhed as I will allow her to be, I feel that I 
© can love no woman but Miſs Meredith.” 


Ap if your lordſhip knew as much of 
© Miſs Meredith as I do,” ſaid Mr. Merrick, 
* you would not wonder at my nephew's attach- 
ment to her —Miſs Jarvis is to be ſure an a- 
* greeable girl, and talks very modeſtly, very 

| * ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly indeed ; but ſhe muſt not be mention- 
ed the ſame day with Miſs Meredith, for all 
that. I only wiſh you could ſee them toge- 
ther, you would ſoon ſee the difference be- 
tween them, and if the ſcale did not turn in 
Miſs Meredith's favour— | 


4 a 


© PRYTHEE, dear Merrick,” ſaid my lord, 


interrupting him, © do not Meredith my ears 


* 
Cc 1 


C. 


in this manner: you make me quite ſick of 
the name'—Then addreſſing himſelf to Lord 


Clayton, added © You will like Miſs Jarvis 
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more and more, George, every time you ſee 
her: ſhe is one of thoſe girls who improves 
upon an acquaintance, and will, I dare ſwear, 
make an excellent wife, But however, whe- 
ther you like her or not, you muſt marry her, 
becauſe I have ſettled every thing with re- 
gard to fortune (which is the main point) 
with Mr. Jarvis. Relying on your obedience, 
as you never gave me reaſon to believe that 
you would prove an undutiful ſon, I made a 
good bargain for you in your abſence, not 
imagining that you would have had any de- 
fire to ſtart objections to it. Beſides, you 
might have informed me, I think, of your 
prepoſſeſſions in favour of Miſs Meredith, had 
you been open, and conſulted me upon the 
occaſion as a friend as well as parent I have 
not been a bad father to you, George——1 
ſhould not have gone ſo far, perhaps: but 
ſince things are thus ſituated, I can not ſet 
aſide the match with honour, and I hope 
ou would not wiſh me to leſſen myſelf by 
any diſhonourable proceedings,” 4 


Lon 


TY ww 
oy PP 


cd 


— 


— ora dt. Be eh td tes 


end Miſe Meredith, © 95 


LoxD CLavToN: made na reply: nor was 
there a word ſpoken either by himſelf, his fu- 
ther, or hiduacte, during the remainder of 1. 


nde. 


As ſoon been ent hame, . hind 
Bromley, cloſſeting his ſon, ſaid to him c Well, 


© George, have you n _ _— i 


told you in the cdach ? ; 
Ir requires all my conſideration, my bond: 
your lordſhip has acted in ſo precipitate a 
— as to lay me under a . of be- 
wg either ane nn 


Nax, Sees, it is you W 0 
« precipitately in this affair : the tranſaction of 
my buſineſs with Mr. is was the reſult of 


much reflection; and do aſſure you. that his 


daughter will bring more money into the fa- 
; maly than I _ have expeQed, ' 


* 7 ywal lord, alone, will not make 
. the marriage-ſtate happy. ' 


© WirmuovuTrT mo it will certai be 
, \wiſcrable, | ney, mil, 


Ir cannot be totally 60 if the panes love 
« each other ſincerely ; for then they will do 
6: every thing in theit power to leflen the weight 
of their poverty, and have recourſe to a thow- 


_ * ſand ingenious expedients for the improve- 


ment of their circumſtances, which thoſe'who 

ane not linked together 74 W AN 

H : would never dream of. 4 fd eo 
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b nAvi known 8 to the contrary: I 
© Have ſeen many very loving couples complete- 


© ly wretched.for want of that neceſſary ſupple- 
ment to matrimony which ſeems to be, in 


* your opinion, of ſo little conſequence. But 
by ur thoughts are too much employed about 
i& Meredith to let:yowſee what I have done 


a . in a proper light: I will, therefore, 


© give you time to prepare for the event which 
Thave ſo much at heart: only remember this, 


| © (George, if you do not make Miſs Jarvis your 


wife in a fortnight, you will perhaps drive 
me to diſcover ſorne marks of my refentment, 
* which may tend to make you repent of your 
* diſobedience, J once flattered myſelf, indeed, 
3 that you had filial affection enough to hinder 
vyou from wiſhing to render me an unhappy fa- 
ther: but now I find that I fooliſhly flattered 
« myſelf,,and that you have no Nr either for 
my honour or 8 r W 19109 95D 
Ar the concluſion of that 3 Lord "mo 
ley quitted the room, and left his ſon in a ſitua- 
tion more eaſily to be conceived than deſeribed. 
Various and violent were the emotions which 
he felt in his diſtracted breaſt,” and cruel was 
the conflict in it between love and duty. The 
threatened reſentment, in caſe of his diſobedi- 
ence, made a deep impreſſion « on his heart, full 
of ſenſibility; but the ſevere and injurious 
charge againf his: filial affe&fion pierced jt. to 
CR 1 


Ix this ottturing Nituation he W 90 till 
the day before the expiration of the fortnight 
FO him for coming to a reſolution concern- 
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ing his union with Miſs Jarvis: he then receiv- 
ed ſome reſpite to his cutting diſquietude, by 
the arrival of an expreſs from his father's ſtew- 
ard in Cheſhire (in which county his lordſhip had 
a conſiderable eſtate): to inform him that his 
houſe had been fired by lightning, and that the 
flames had done a great deal of damage before; 
they could be extinguiſhed, rl.” z 


VIX much chagrined at ſuch diſagreeable 
intelligence, Lord Bromley left London dire&- 
ly, to be an eye-witneſs of the havock commit- 
ted by the fire, and to ſee what orders were 
neceſſary upon the unfortunate occaſion, He 
was, alſo, the more eager to purſue his Che- 
ſhire journey, as he had ſome curious furniture 
and ſome valuable pictures there which he wiſh- 
ed to find uninjured, >  - "is 


Wnulrr Lord Bromley was ſurveying his 
houſe in its ruinous ſtate; a few apartments 
only having eſcaped the fury of the flames, and 
lamenting the deſtruction of that furniture and 
thoſe pictures, the ſight of which uſed to give 


him inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, he was ſeized 
with a malignant fever, which, though he re- 


covered from after a long and ſevere conflict, 
left ſuch a weakneſs in; his limbs that he could 
not walk acroſs the room without aſſiſtance. 
LoD CLayToN;- having like a dutiful fon 
hurried down to his father as ſoon as he heard of 
his being taken ill, and behaved to him while 
he lay in a very dangerous condition with the 
moſt. affectionate tenderneſs and ſolici tude, 
made ſo great a change in his ſentiments, that 
he began to wiſh he had not ſo haſtily, tied 
7 D 2 himſelf 
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himſelf in ſuch a manner with Mr. Jarvis (who 
was bent on making his daughter a counteſs) as 
to incur the forfeiture of a conſiderable ſum, if 
the match was broken off by him : the thoughts 


of that forfeiture, his ſtrong paſſion for money, 


and his paternal feelings operating together, 
produced a violent commotion in his mind; and 
he was the more miſerable becauſe he was 
aſhamed to tell Lord Clayton what a raſh pro- 
miſe his avarice had prompted him to make to 
Mr. Jarvis, TOI 

HAMPERED in this manner, Lord Bromley, 
did not know how to enquire after his ſon's tefo- 
lution with regard to the lady whom he had 
provided for him, becauſe he had reaſon to be- 
heve, that he ſhould receive an anſwer which 
would embarraſs him extremely.—* I have been 
too precipitate—George is too good a fon to 
© be rendered unhappy—t would give ſame mo- 
* ney, with all my heart, to be off my promiſe 
to Jarvis; but the ſam ſtipulated between us 
© js too mach to forfeit.“ Thus was his lord- 
ſhip pulled different ways by his 3 af- 
fection, his avarice, his ſname, and his repent- 
ance. 


- Lord CLAYTON, not being aequainted 
with the change in his father's ſentiments, at- 
tended him in a ſtate of no ſmall anxiety, while 
his carriage was in every reſpect dutiful and 
affectionate; hoping, however, at times, that 
from his lordſhip's never mentioning the name 
of Miſs Jarvis, he was reflecting upon the un- 
juſtneſs as well as precipitation of his proceed - 
ings with Mr. Jarvis, and contriving fore 
means to annul them with a good grace.” 
| Waits 
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White Lord Broniley and” Lord Clayton 
were in this ſituation in Cheſhire, Mr, Merrick 
received a viſit from a female whom he: had 
never ſeen before. The ſervant, from the 
ſhabbineſs of her appearance, refuſed to let her 
in; but Mr, Merrick, happening to have a 
view. of her as he croſſed the hall, and perceiv- 
ing ſomething agreeable in her yout enſemble, in 
ſpite of her dadrantageous i 2 * 
to admit her. 


As Glen as ſhe entered the packous, 54 Mr. 

Merrick, having begged her to fit down, aſked 

ber what buſinefs ſhe had with him? I don't 

remember,” added he tbat I ever fow a 
* till now, madam,” 


Hs made uſe of the word madam, pause 
he diſcovered ſomething in ber, Yo Gihn-- 
guiſhed her from the vulgar of her ſex, . 


© You never, I believe, Sir, ſaw ms before ; 
* nor can I recolle& your face: but I am come 
© to you as to a man of whole: humanity and be- 
© nevolence I have heard a great deal; ſo much, 
* Sir, that I have the leſs occaſion to-make an 


apology for preſuming to wait on yo. 


Ma. Mraktek was a little 1 her 
preamble ; but, thauking her ſor the compli- 
ment ſhe paid him, intreated her to come to- 
the point 8 once, and tell aun rn WAS, , 
and what ſhe wanted with him. 4 


A. Mr mms, Sir, ie Rate! 5 oi = 
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Wu ar, Mr. Jarvis's Molly Barton !* 


r 


„Tin fave; Bir , 


IAM glad to hear you ſay ſo, with all my 
c heart.” Ty | ; 
Mv parents. 
Ipo not want any account of your parents 
Only tell me what has happened to. you 
ſince you left Ireland with Mrs. Jordan. You 
7 have been uſed very ill, I know, but I hope 
your nee days will ſoon be over: over 
15 uy ſoon ſhall be, if I can make them other- 
« wiſe,” n en en.“ 


Ms. Bart ox having bowed her head to 
thank him for ſo good-natured a declaration, 
thus proceed ee!!! 


Wir. Mrs, Jordan, Sir, I came to Eng- 
land, and lived with her five years as happy 
as I could be in a ſtate of ſeparation from 
Mr. Jarvis, whom, in ſpite of his cruel 
behaviour to me, I ſtill loved, and from my 

© deageſt. daughter, whoſe abſence I ſeverely 

* felt, not hearing any thing about either of 
them during that time. By chance, I was 
 * then informed, that Mr. Jarvis was in the 

Eaſt-Indies in a very flouriſhing way, but of 
© my daughter no tidings came to my ears. 
s Mrs. Jordan finding herſelf, on her arrival, 
in the N of a large fortune by the 
death of her ſiſter, acquainted Mr. Jordan 


* with 
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with the'news, which ſoon brought him over; 
but he lived not long to enjoy the addition tb 
his: income. For five years, as I/ſaid, Sir, 
I ved with Mrs. Jordan, I was, treated b 
her with the greateſt kindneſs, and ſhe al- 
ways told me that ſhe would remember me 
in her will: ſhe died, however, without a 
will, and her heirs at law not only; paid nv 
regard: to a verbal requeſt whith they made a 
few minutes before her deceaſe in my favour, 
being utterly unable : to: uſe: her hand, but 
ſtripped me of the preſents which my liberal 
benefactreſs had occaſionally given me, and 
turned me out of the houſe, to ſhift for my- 
© ſelf, with only the cloaths L wbre, and the 
little money Ihad in my pocket. Oppoſition 
- © tpitheip ufgenerous proceedings | would! have 
been equally! ridicolous: 4nd> ineffe ctuab; I 
therefore quitted the: houſe, without: ſaying 
a ſyllable to them, and: folicited' the protecti- 
onot a lady who had been ãntimately acquaint- 
© ed with. Mrs. Jordan, and who always be- 
* haved te me ima manner as if ſhe thaught I 
mefrited the kindneſſet ibeſtowed o me: con- 
ſequently L had no'-reaſbn= to expeſt an un- 
friendly reception from her.: Mrs. Mawſon 
did indeed reecive me with a friendſhip for 
*- which I was very grateful, and told me that 
if I choſe to live with her as à companion, 
- © ſhe would endeavour to make ſome amęnds for 
the loſs I had ſuſtained by the death of her 
friend. I readily accepted of her flattering 
offer, and found her* as good as her word: 
ſhe treated me as affectionately as if had 
deen nearly related to her, and whenever I 
.© was indiſpoſed, left nothing undone to recover 

* ",D4 * my 
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© my health: but my happineſs under her roof 
* was not of a ſong duration; for in leſs than 
© half a year it was interrupted by the arrival 
'* of her fon, an officer in the army, who was 
juſt come from Gibraltar. 1. "271 


- © CarTain MawsSoN was every way 
formed by nature to attract the attention, and 
* to:en the affrctions of our ſex : he was 
extremely agreeable in his perſon, and inſinu- 
ating in his manners; his eyes and his voice 
were both fo bewitching, that no woman, I 
believe, could be totally indifferent to his 
looks, or his convetſation: I was, I confeſs, 
not inſenſible to his captivating powers, but 
I was not ſo far ſeduced by them, as to prove 
«*- unfaithful to Mr. Jarvis, though he had pro- 
ved to unkind, 1 might alſo ſay, inhuman to 
me: I loved him, as I ſaid before, in ſpite 


of the ill uſage 1 had received from him, and 


« conſequently reſiſteck all the captain's ſolicita- 


tions. It is impoſſi ble to enumerate the me- 
© thads he took ta gain mꝝ affe ctians: he ſnent 


his. whole time in trying to ſaften my heart ; 
but all his art and aſſiduities were inſufficient 
to obtain the pcint he aimed at. I behaved 
to him with the greateſt complaiſance, on 
© Mrs. Ma wſon's account; but I kept him at a 
* proper diſtance, and would not ſuffer: him to 
take unbecoming liberties with me. My re- 
< ſerveit fatbidding carriage to him, however, did 
not diſcourage him: he was unwearied in his 
«perſeverance, and grew, indeed, at laſt fo 
* troubleſame with his! :importubities;! that I 
determined to remove miyſelf, in order to 


when 


avoid them. The captain, to do him juſlice, 


when he found that I reſented the licentiouſ- - 
"neſs of his converſation, offered to marry me: 
but if I had loved him ever ſo much, Lyould. 
not have, by accepting his offer, made ſo bafe 
a return to my generous, benefaQtreſs for all 
"her « goodneſs. to me. I, therefore, told her 
the truth of the affair, and informed her, at the 
ſame / time; that I ſcorned, by taking advan- 
tage of the captain's propoſal, to render my- 
ſelf unworthy of the eſteem ſhe had diſcover- 
ed for me ; but I could not help adding, that 
J muſt leave her houſe, if her ſon continued 
to diſtreſs me with intreaties I could not com- 
ply with honouraby, ſuppoſing my inelinati- 
on led me to a compliance. 32187 ha. 
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with my openneſs upon the occaſion, and ſaid, 
that ſhe would talk royundly to het ſon for de- 
grading himſelf in ſuck a manner With all 
heramiable qualities, Mrs.Mawſon had a great 
deal of family-pride, ant never would have 
forgiven me, I dare ſay, if I had conſented 
to become the captain's wife. She alſo deſired 
me not to think of leaving her.—Y ou have 
ſhewed yourſelf, continued ſhe, ſo deſerving 
a girt-by this honeſt confeſſion of yours,.. that 

I may ſafely truſt my ſon and you in the ſame. - 
houſe together. ; 
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**APFTER ſuch a ſpeech LexpeRed to remain 
in the ſituation I was, unmoleſted hy the cap- 
tain, and without having any reaſon. to ap- 
prehend a compelled, removal: but envy and 
malice were employing their inventlen a- 
gainſt me, and I was deſtined. to be a victun 
to their combined attacks. 
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220 Ane 155 ladies who Mrs Mawſon 
6 -viſited, was a Mrs. Baniſter, - who had a 
| daughter, a very pretty girl, and tlie toaſt of 
| the neighboufhood. Captain Mawſon was a 
| man of no ſmall conſequence in the eyes of all 
| ©. the ladies in whoſe circles he appeared; but 
*. Miſs Baniſter was particularly ſtruck with his 
| © whote figure and appearance; and as viſits 
| of „ between the families were frequently exchan- 
ged, freſh fuel was perpetually added to the 
| s 24 which love had raiſed in her tender 
| © boſom. © Finding, however, that the captain 
* ſeemed to be quite unaffected by her charms, 
© and perceiving whenever ſhe ſaw us together, 
| that I was a ſuperior object in his eyes, envyfired - 
| her with reſentment againſt ma, and prompt- 
ed her to do every thing in her power to pro- 
cure my diſmiſſion from Mrs: Mawſor's : ſhe 
was exceedingly artful, and I was ſacrificed 
© to her malicious ingenuity. She had addreſs 
© enough to make Mrs. Mawſon believe, that I 
© had abuſed her with a fictitious Rory ; that I 
had endeavoured to draw in the captain to 
* .marry me; and that finding he was not to be 
c 
6 
4 


wheedled into matrimony by me, I had very 
impertinently accuſed bim of having ſtrongly 
ſolicited ny conſent. 


Miss BanisTER's e to e me 
friendleſs again into the world, were but too 
ſucceſsful: for the captain having declared to 
his mother, to prevent my removal, as he af- 
terwards told me, which he could not bear to 
think of, that he had no deſigns upon me in 
any ſhape, Mrs. Mawſon immediately beheld 


me in a new light, after — Baniſter's * 
to 
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© to her on my account, and concluded that 1 
had done my utmoſt to ſeduce her ſon; and 
© conſidered me, therefore, as no longer Wor- 
thy of her regard and protection In ſhort, 
© Sir, 1 was difmiſſed with la ſevere le cure, in 
© which my inſolence and ingratitude were pret- 
ty largely inſiſted on, without any recommen- 
dation to another: family. However, as I 
* was perſuaded I did. not deſerve the treatment 
I had met with, and conſcious of having me⸗ 
rited a very different behaviour, as I might 
1 —_— deen married to the: captain, if I had 
e e only by intereſted conſiderati- 
45 ag did not give myſelf up to deſpair, but 
4 © conveyed myſelf to an — county, where 
a diſtant relation of Mrs. Jordan's lived, . | 
*7 er a very good kind of woman. ” 
- MG 1212 b.uof ad, aisne raid v2) « es 
„ Wen Iarrived at Mrs: Diviv'sy — 
<- ſurrounded with company: it Was u metry 
day, for it was the wedding-day of one 
Sof her nieces: the old lady 4 there- 
© fore, in high ſpirits She received me in the 
© moſt cordial manner imaginable—Whyidid 
not you come to the! at*!eouſits Jordan's - 
death, Melſy, ſuid theyiyoud ſhould have 
been vaſtly welcome . jo-tJivevat my houſe | 
till your heard'of at plaee youliked' better? I 
this hoſptiable and 2 — ſtrain· did 
ſhe talk to me. I thanked her with*a' moſt 
* grateful heart for giving me ſo friendly a re- 
—— and acquainted her with/as much of 
my. hiſtory, a — 2 ſerve Rt - 
«prejudice | r more in m fas our“ 300, 
VHüanb ATW 18 i e 4 Ante lb mo ot 
© Mas. . nice” deli mabded tbr dhe 
c n ef an Eaſt-India director, I availed myſelf. 


* Of 
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* of the kindneſs of her carriage to me, and of 
her, huſband's friendly behaviour in conſe- 
< quence. of it, to get me a paſſage to Bengal 
in the firſt ſhip that ſailed thither : and by 
* Mr. Thornbul's powerful recommenda tian of 
me ta his father, I was not only put upon the 
< lift of thoſe who. were to go paſſengers, but 
5 furpiſhed with a ſum mare than ſufficient to 
5 defray the ere eeppe erg ſo 
c -long'n wejeghointnn bis. dt een hot | 


Aim tl tz toi 


-{f F 1xew Fagtand vith thee — with 


the more (pleaſure indeed, becauſe 1 heard a 


“ little while before my departure, that Mr. 
Jarvis was well at Bengal; though: ſome diſ- 
couraging ſenſa tions were mingled with the 
* animating.ones. I after ell the pains I have 
© taken to ſee him again, he ſhould either pre- 
tend not to know me, or ſpurn me from him 
«; with contempt, how melancholy, how diſtreſs- 
« ful will be my ſituation in a part of the world 
to which 1 al be an utter ſtranger, unpro- 
- £ vided with the leaſt means for ſubſiſtence, 
K bers ann and forlorn ! Such were the diſcou- 

— which frequently came acroſs 
4 — but the longing deſire 1 had to fee 
Jide dear cruel man, whoſe unkindneſs I for- 

* 'gave, and whoſe love I could not forget, 

« drove away all ſuch thoughts, and I went 
0 on board full of the moſt flattering bopes. 


Arrak 2 afe and pleaſant voyage, I land- 
ed at vgal, but with a variety of emotions; 
ſome of which were, in ſpite of / hopes, 
* fo very diſheartening, that I with difficulty 


Lee rr r 
2 danrried 


+ carried aſhore: I actually did faint ſoon af- 
* terwards, when I was intormed that Mr, Jar- 
vis had ſailed the week before for COP on 


4 board s wanna 

as i N {Jy 9 , * 

| (ppm A tent time, nd _ 
© ſenſes by the humanity of the people abou 
me; but they only, by their humanity, ma 
me feel the full force of their information, 
Which ſhocked me the more becauſe it was 


une tpeded: the unprepared are always 


a doubly diſappointed; and ſuch a diſsppoint- 
ment would have perhaps unhinged my rea- 
ſon had not a ſhower of tears —— re- 
# 9 [ me. | 


, Mow 


« ; I bad — a I was + almoſt fick, 
J, in the Grit place, implored the proteRion 


© of Providence with unfeigned- hymhty and 
* devotion, and then conſidered how to act in 


{© diſtreſsful a ßituation. While þ was con- 


_ *- fidering in what manner to conduct myſelf, 


that all-wiſe and all- good - Power, whote aſ- 
* ſiſtance I had ſincerely and fervently inveked, 


* ſent a friend to me, who pot only-piticd my 


« diſtreſs; but exerted. himſelf to alleviate it. 
Mr. Thornhill; afterwards found, had ſtrong- 


fly recommended me to bim as a petſen de- 


© ſerving ol his attention and; friendſhip, if | 
* ſhould ſtand in need of them, Mr. Graves 

finding that I was more inclined to follow Mr. 
„Jarvis to Holland, than to return ta my own 
2 © -countey without bim, generouſly procured 


me a paſſage on board a Dutch/ſhip, with 


* the captain of which he was very well ac+ 
„ quainted, and made a generous addition to 


„my kule caſh, which was 5 nearly 8 
at 


w 
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© that I might not Ae e OA want. 27 
— 3 7 


RW GS K oa 


IR M KM K © 


e R Aa 


135.44 Ty 


c een, annie by hope; took leave 
of Mr. Graves, after having gratefully ac- 
knowledged' the kind preſents and kinder ad- 


vice I had received from him, and went on 
board the Texel, captain Tromper, who, 
though not a polite, was not at all an ill-bred 
man, but behaved to me with a blunt civility 
not at all diſguſting, and: *r care to Ke me 
| —.— ere ere ee 210 


* 
18 1 p 
| ef "FUL IT) 


ne derived in md fac actuated wich 


the ſame diſappointment which I had met 
with on my landing at Bengal. Mr. Jarvis 
had been at the very place where I'was put 
aſhore, | but had left it ſeveral — before my 
83 to it. JEOMILES r D,.eifE,¶ pu᷑. int 


, N. of & 6 * 


5: then ed if he was ; failed to England 


or Ireland, and on being told to the latter, 
ſoon agreed with a Dutch captain, Who was, 
luckily, juſt at that time, going thither. 
My informer deceived me, not-intentionally, 
I believe, as I-appeared- utterly! unknown-to 
him; for.as''foon- as I arrived in Ireland, I 
heard that he was gone to England. Tkis 
was indeed a very diſagreeable additional diſ- 
appointntent. My affection, however, for 
Mr. Jarvis increaſing in propottion to the dif- 


fieulties I encountered in trying to get ſight 


of him, would not ſuffer me to remain in- 


active: I therefore made oa un my way 


to Dublin. ait er 2061 


4 
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© HayePeNING to paſs by the: cottage 
in which I was born, and from which 
I was ſeduced; I could not avoid ſhedding 
tears in abundance. My father. and me- 
ther had not been dead a great while; but 
memory brought them ſo ſtrongly.to my view, 
that a train of the moſt melancholy reflections 
immediately aroſe in my mind. -/ 


hs * + a4 


* AT Dublin I took my paſſage on board one 
of the packets, and 1 5h myſelf very 
happy in finding Mr. Meredith and his fami- 
ly in the ſame ſhip. My father had formerly 
been a tenant of Mr. Meredith's, who often 
honoured: our little hovel with his preſence. 
[ was then very young; but I remember that 
he took much notice of me, and that he never 
failed to call me a good girb before he left 


inn 21 
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© PERCELVIMG that neither he nor Mrs. 
Meredith, nor Miſs Julia, recollected me, 1 
diſcovered myſelf to them: they looked at 
me full of aſtoniſhment, and could hardly give 
credit to what I ſaid, when I told them Who 
I was. They had not ſeen me, it is true, for 
ſeveral years, and I had certainly endured 
enough in that time, both in body and mind, 
to occaſion the ſurprize which my diſcovery 
excited in them: for though I always ſo far 
truſted in Providence, as to believe that every 
thing in this world is ordered by him for the 
wiſeſt purpoſes, I could not diveſt myſelf of 
ſenſibility: I could not help feeling the vexa- 
tions which deſtroyed my peace, though Len- 
* deavoured to bear them with patience. | 
| + WHEN 
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Wu the firſt moments of ſ rize on 
their ſide, and of aukward embarraſſment on 


* 


mine were over, I began to make an apology 


© to Mr. Meredith for the liberty I had taken 
in acquainting him with my name, Thoſe 
were the happieſt days in my life, Sir, ſaid I, 
in which you knew me at our little cottage : 
I have gone through more trouble than L can 
well deſcribe, ſince I ſaw you laſt there.? 


* 


R a K „ 


IENOW, my good Mrs. Barton,“ replied 
he, with the moſt henevolent aſpe&, * that you 
© have been very ill uſed by Mr. Jarvis in va- 
© rious ſhapes; but I was in hopes when I heard 
of your being under the protection of the 
worthy Mrs. Jordan, that a great part of your 

affliction, if not all, occaſioned by his injuri- 
ous treatment, would be removed. Have 

you received any intelligence about him, or 

your daughter, ſince your leaving Ireland 


with that lady 


\ © AFTER having thanked him from the bot- 

tom of my heart for expreſſing himſelf ſo 
. kindly about me, I informed him of the vi- 
ciſheudes in my life, from my leaving Ireland 
with Mrs. Jordan, to my meeting with him. 
© I am no going te England, continued ſhe, 
in bopes of finding Mr, Jarvis there, in hopes 
« of reviving hs affection for me, and in hopes 
* of diſcovering my dear long-loſt daughter. 


Ms, Mzzzp3T4, when, be had told me 
that he hoped I ſhould ſee no more unhappy 
* days, acquainted me wich Lord Clayton's 


© uneaſy ſituation on Mr. Jaryis's account, and 
* added, 


* 


* 


added, Now, Mrs. Barton, I have a ſcheme 
in my head, by following which you may, 
perhaps, find yourſelf - benefited by it: my 
very good neighbour, Mr. Merrick, Lord 
* Clayton's uncle,”-is now at Bromley-houſe in 
London: he was no ſtranger to your hiſtory 
before you went to England with Mrs. Jor- 


dan; he will be very ready to do all in his 


power to break off the intend match be- 
* tween Lord; Clayton and your daughter, as 
both ſhe and his nephew are otherwiſe enga- 
gend and he will alſo, I am ſure, take no ſmall 
* pleaſure in trying to prevail on Mr. Jarvis tb 
* make you his wife. To him, therefore, I 
* would adviſe you to go, with all poſſible 
* haſte, after your arrival in England, and he 
vill put you in the beſt way to procure an in- 
„ rien with Mr. Jarvis, and with your Har- 
moe“?! An to bal 1 a 


* I eRQMISED to follow bis advice punctu- 
* ally, and gave myſelf up age in to the flattery 
* of hope. Our voyage was pleaſant, having 
© no bad weather, and, as the wind was briſk 
and favourable, - expeditions. We arrived 
* ſafe at Holyhead : Mr. Meredith, being ta- 
ken extremely ill there, could not proceed: 

I would have ſtaid to affiſt Mrs. and Miſs Ve- 
© redith in attending him; but he defired me 
* with ſo much impertunity to come to you, Sir, 
and inform you of his arrival, that I could not 
# refuſe his requeſt. e 5 . 


= 


Ors af my fellow - travellers being an a- 


© greeable. young woman, who ſeemed to have 
* taken a great fancy to me, I was alſo 9 


- 
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ced ſo much in her favour,” that at the inn 
© where'we ſtopped at the end of our firſt day's 
© journey, we agreed to ſleep together! As 
my ſpirits had been jaded, 1 ſoen cloſed mi 
© eyes. When I awaked the next morning, I 
was ſomewhat ſurprized not to find my com- 
panion with me, but more ſo When I was told 
that ſhe could no where be found. As I pro- 
ceeded to riſe, my aſtoniſhment was incteaſ- 
ed; rot only the greateſt part of my cloaths 
was miſſing, but all the money I had in m1 
pocket. I was almoſt ſtunned by à blow for 
which I was not in the leaſt prepared. Juſt 

when T recovered a little from it, I received 
another ſhock; for my landlady, when J re- 
preſented my diſtreſſed ſituation to her, inſtead 
of offering to give me hᷣny aſſiſtance, behaved 
in the rudeſt manner, abſolutely refuſed to fur- 
niſh me with any kind of apparel, though 1 
| begged for only the oldeſt and worſt things ſhe 
had in her poſſeſſion, to enable me to purſue 
my journey, aſſuring her that ſne would be 

no ſufferer by her good-nature,” © 


DONE nnz brd en 
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Wulle I was ſoliciting, und ſhe turning a 

deaf ear to my ſolicitations} a lady Who had 
(treated me with great politeneſs during the 
voyage and in the coach, came into the room 

and upbraided Mrs. Twiſden, that was the 
landlady's name, in veryckeen language, for 

© her inhumanity. I have overheard, continued 

© ſhe, what has paſſed between ydu, and think ; 
* you ought to be aſhamed of your behaviour | 
However, if you really have any old cloaths 

in the houſe of the ſort wanted at ms 

WOOL EY TQT IR | II deſire 
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I deſire you would produce them: you ſhall 
* have a reaſonable allowance for them. 3s. 


© Tux lady pulling out a purſe at che * 
* time, Mrs. Twiſden, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the 
* contents of it, made ſeveral aukward apolo- 
* gies for the "brutality of her conduct, and 
© waddled out of the room, in order to receive 
* ſome of them, ſaying, as ſhe went along, that 
we, ”M would ſee what ſhe could * for the TIN 

lady. * 


Wurrx Mrs Twiſden was gone out, 8 
ling thoſe words, I expreſſed my gratitude to 
. *.the lady in the ſtrongeſt terms I could make 
. * uſe of, for ſo kindly coming to aſſiſt me when I 
_ * ſtood ſo much in need of a friend; and I found 
by ber anſwers, that the regard ſhewn by 
Mr. Meredith and his family had been very 
. © ſerviceable to me; though ſhe ſeemed to be 
* naturally of a benevolent, compaſſionating, 
and generous diſpoſition, 


Mas. TwisDzN rc turned with the 
cloaths in which I now appear. The re- 
ception I met with at the door by the fervant 
who opened it, was not altogether unexpe&- 
ed, becauſe I felt myſelf a forbidding figure ; 
but I was in hopes, notwithſtanding the ſhab- 
bineſs of my appearance, to get at the ſight 
© of you, having all the reaſon in the world to 
believe that you would excuſe. that appear- 
© ance, when you was acquainted: with the 

* cauſe of it, And now, Sir, as I have, inform- 
* ed you of what you wanted to hear concern- 
* ing me, I Hope you will favour me with your 
advice 
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© advice how to act with regard to Mr, Jarvis 
and my daughter: I wiſh to be introduced to 
them both, but for the manner of my intro- 
duction I beg your advice, From what Mr. 
© Meredith faid to me concerning you, Sir, Iam 
8 preatly encouraged to believe that you will 
de my friend upon this occaſion, | | 


That ] will,” faid Mr. Merrick eagerly on 
her ceafing to ſpeak, * that I will to the ut- 
* moſtof my power. I have been much affe&- 
* ed with ſeveral paſſages in your ſtory, and 
am the more inclined to ſerve you from the 
© propriety of your behaviour in ſituations which 
* required no fmall diſcretion, I have your 
_ © happineſs at heart, Mrs. Barton, I have in- 

* deed, and will think how to bring about the 
completion of your wiſbes: I know what 
your wiſhes are, and they ought to be grati- 
* fied, Come again to me to-morrow : per- 
© haps by that time, I may put things in a 
train; for when I undertake any fort of buſi- 
* nes I loſe not a moment—Where are you to 


4 beforndP 2 vi 
Moll having returned Mr. Merrick her 
ſincereſt thanks for intereſting himſelf fo much 
in her behalf, promiſed to wait on him the 
next morning, and told him that ſhe lodged at 
Mrs. Jones's in Bond- ſtreet. 


_ © A RiGnT kind of woman,” replied he, a 
© right kind of woman: I know her very well: 
I am glad you lodge at her houſe ; ſhe will 
not draw you into any diſagreeable ſcrapes.” 


Mor 
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Moti then took her leave, and returned 
to her lodgings. 


Mr. MERRICK, ſoon after Molly's depar- 
ture, thought that a viſit to Mr. Jarvis might 
not be a bad ſtep.—<©.I will go and found him 
about Molly Barton, and aſk him ſome artful 

_ © queſtions, the anſwers to which will, proba- 
* bly, inftru& me what meaſures to take for the 
intended interview between them: and I ſhall- 
* endeavour to paint the good creature in ſuch 
© colours to him, as to render him deſirousdof 
„making her all the amends in his power for 
© the injuries ſhe has received from him.” x 


Wrrn theſe ſentiments he fat out directly 
for Mr. Jarvis's. WELL ele . 


Mr. Jarvis, though he knew that Mr. 

Merrick was averſe to the marriage of Lord 

Clayton and his daughter, and had, indeed, 

taken no ſmall pains to diſſuade Lord Brom- | 

ley from making his ſon miſerable by inſiſting | 
upon his ſubſeribing to engagements into | 

which he had raſhly entered during his abſence | 

from England, received him very politely. 

When they were ſeated, Mr. Merrick delivered 

himſelf to him in the following manner: 


IA come to make you a viſit, Sir, on 4 
* particular occaſion—lI fell into company yeſ- 
* terday with a Mrs. Barton, an Triſh lady, 
* upon my word a ſenſible, well behaved wo- 
man, and ſeems to be a very amiable one in 
every reſpect. I was wonderfully ſtruck with 
* her, and 1 do not know whether I hogan 
Noa „make 
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make my addreſſes to her : ſhe tells me ſhe 
is extremely well acquainted with you, and 
has ſpent many agreeable hours in your com- 

* Pany—will you favour me e with ome opinion 


© about her! | 
THE word Dank 124 ſuch 8 ke og Mr. 


Jarvis's countenance, that he looked diſcon- 


certed : and at the end of Mr. Merrick's ſpeech 
his emotions were ſo violent, to ſuch a degree 


was he ſhocked by the remembrance of hiscruel + 


behaviour to his Molly, that he could only 
ſay, © Barton, SirP O ho, Sir,“ replied Mr: 
Merrick immediately, „it is very well I men- 
tioned her to you before I made my addreſſes 
© to her; it I had been in a hurry, I might 
© have ſubjected myſelf to a * _ 
from your miſtreſs,” 


"THERE went another arrow to his heaft : 
* O Mr. Merrick,” faid he, you have unde- 
© ſighedly, given me unſpeakable uneaſineſs 
A dear, good creature of that name, I once 
© knew; 1 uſed her extremely ill: I am aſha- 


med to ſay how ill I uſed her; but 1 have 
© been ſeverely puniſhed for all the unjuſt un- 


© kind treatment ſhe received from me. In 
c - ſpite of my proſperity, I am inconceivably 


2 unhappy whenever I think of it, and my re- 


« fleQtions on it are, I do aſſure you, very fre- 

quent. Could I be bleſſed with the ſight of 
6 her now, I would make her all the reparation 
in my power for my paſt cruel, I am "oY to 
add, imd ndnd | 5 


*. 


0 


MA. Jane uttered the latter part o* his 
0 


ſpeech wich a tone ſo * unfeigned 
contrition, 


ff 
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contrition, that Mr. Merrick was moved at it, 
and was only not ſorry for Having occaf oned 


ſuch an avowal of his diſquietudes, | beczuſe he 
was ſo able to remove them.—* . 


„ your paſt behaviour has been, Sir,” ſaid he, 


our preſent carriage is altogether commenda- 
ble; and the Mrs. Barton whom I met yeſ- 
a terday may, perhaps, prove to be the perſon 
* whom you wiſh to ſee . 


© I am afraid to cp ſo much happineſs,” | 


replied Mr. Jarvis; I have heard nothing about 

* my poor Molly theſe ten years, and therefore 
© dare not hope to be informed of her being 
alive: my cruelty was ſufficient to break the 
heart of any woman of a tender diſpoſition, in 


her circumſtances, and ſhe was ſurely * 
tendereſt of her ſex? 


Y 5 We. 


8 Was you acquainted with any lady of the 
name of Barton; Sir, during the connections 
x with your . enn 
12694 Nen e ah | 
No, Sine 5 f Ae ene 
0 Ti HIS Mrs. : Barton, then is moſt prota 

, your n 7900 


* I RATHER apprehend, Sir, that the lady 
you have ſeen was not a Barton during my 
acquaintance with her, but became fo" v4 
manner my departure from lreland. 3 


6 You are not willing, I fee, Sir, to en. 
courage flattering expectations, and 1 can- 
not blame un not giving way to them: 

25K © but 


1 


* 
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© but it gives me a great deal of ſatisfaction te 
© tell you, that the Mrs. Barton whom I faw 
© yeſterday, is the very perſon whom you are o 
deſirous of ſeeing.” 


Mz. Jarvis ſtood for ſome moments mo- 
tionleſs with aſtoniſhment. 25 


Ax you ſerious, Sir? 


Iæs, Sir, I am very ſerious; and you 
* may depend upon my intelligence : I had 
* been acquainted with Mrs. Barton's hiſtory 
© before you left Ireland, by a friend, and ſhe - 
© has herſelf related to me t various changes 
nee, | rr d reeds? © 


'« You amaze me,” ſaid Mr. Jarvis; © but 
* you alſo fill my boſom with ſenſations pleaſing 
* beyond deſcription.—I wiſh to ſee her, I wiſh 
to fold her in my arms; to tell her how ſin- 
* cerely I repent of having ſo long deſerted her, 
and to fulfil that promiſe, for the breach of 
© which I have endured the moſt cutting anxi- 
* ety— Where is ſhe, Sir? with whom does 
ſhe lodge? let me fly to her inſtantly, and, 
* throwing myſelf at her feet with the trueſt 
n . her n 


Ms. Magie! imagining chat the: Galen 
appearance of Mr, Jarvis might give too violent 
a ſhock to his Molly's ſpirits, told him, after 
having expreſſed the pleaſure which he felt in 

finding him poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt ſentiments, 
and animated with ſuch 3 ſenſatiens, 
that he would, with. his. conſent, go and pre- 
pare her for his intended viſit, 


Do, 
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Do, do, my dear Sir,“ replied he eagerly : 

© go, I beſeech you, immediately, to the 
S 7 f 
much-injured, amiable woman: I ſhall wait 
© with impatience till you return; and I 
© ſhall haſten with tranſport to her, when you 
© have prepared her to receive me. -O may L 


* be received rather according to my wiſhes 


than my deſerts ! 


Waite the above dialogue was carried on 
between Mr. Merrick and Mr. Jarvis, Mrs. 
Barton's tenderneſs and ſenſibility were ſeverely 
tried, —Paſſing through Mrs. Jones's ſhop (on 
her return from Bromley-houſe) who was a 


milliner, in order to go up to her own apart- 


ment, ſhe took particular notice of a fine girl 
looking over ſome laces, and thought ſhe re- 
collected in her face the features of her Harriot. 
As there were ſeveral ladies, however, examin- 
ing the things offered to their inſpection, ſhe 
beckoned Mrs. Jones into a back-parlour, and 
aſked her if the name of the young lady who 
ſtood near the window talking to one of her 
apprentices, was not Jarvis. 


Ox Mrs. Jones's anſwering in the affirmative, 
Mrs, Barton begged the favour of her to bring 
Miſs Jarvis into the parlour, under a pretence 
of having ſomething out of the common way 
to produce, for her opinton about it. 


Mas. Joxxs readily complied with her re- 
queſt, and Miſs Jarvis with the invitation 
which followed it. F 
| Vol. 1 7 f As 
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As ſoon as Miſs Jarvis entered the room, 
Mrs. Barton roſe from her chair, advanced to- 
wards her, and after having attentively fixed 
her eyes upon her for ſome moments, threw 
Her arms round her neck, burſt into tears, and 
ſaid, with interrupted accents—* Yes—yes— 
you are my dear, my long-loſt daughter—my 
* Harriot—my? PIE | 


More words ſhe could not utter: ſhe felt 
much more than ſhe could articulate—She could 
only preſs her beloved child cloſely to her tender 
boſom, and murmur out the gratitude of her 
heart to Heaven for the reſtoration of her to 
Her fond endearments, after having been ſo long 

1 ſeparated from them. | | 


* 


Miss JAR vis not having been in the leaſt 
prepared for ſo important a diſcovery, ſo melting 
an interview, was not able to ſupport the ſur- 
prize which they occaſioned, but fainted in 
thoſe arms which affectionately embraced her. 
Soon recovering, however, he fell on her 
knees, and bathed her mother's hands with her 
tears—* Am I then,” ſaid ſhe, * ſo bleſſed as 
to ſee again a parent whoſe tenderneſs to me 

I well remember, though I was very young 
when my father carried me away from her— 
Surely, madam, you are greatly altered, for 
I ſhould not have known you any where— 
but I thank Heaven moſt fervently for this 
unexpected, though oftsn wiſhed-for event.” 
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Ms. BART ON having raiſed her daughter 
ſrom the floor, replied, © I believe I am great- 
ly alterered, my dear child, ſince your = 
er 
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© ther conveyed you from me, for I have met 
„with many trying diſappointments : but I 
© forgive him; I forgive him from my heart. 


© Hz deſervesyour forgiveneſs, madam,” ſaid 
Harriot, for he ſincerely, I will venture to 
* ſay, repented of his cruel behaviour to you, 
© © how rejoiced he will be to be informed that 
* you are ſo near him P ond 


JusT when ſhe had pronounced thoſe words, 


Mr. Merrick entered the room, and with all. 


the warmth of true benevolence, enjoyed the 
diſcovery which the interview between the mo- 
ther and the daughter had produced : then, 
having confirmed what Miſs Jarvis had ſaid 
with regard to her father's repentance, with ſe- 
veral additional circumſtances not leſs agreeable, 
he offered to wait on them both home. 


Miss Jarv1s told him that his offer was a 
very kind one; but added, that ſhe thought it 
better for her to go home firſt, and for him to 
follow with her mother. As they both. readily 
ſubſcribed to her opinion, ſhe immediately 
took leave of them. F 


Tux pleaſing emotions which the diſcovery 
of a parent from whom ſhe had been fo long 
ſeparated had raiſed in her gentle boſom, wing- 
ed her feet, and ſhe was ſoon at home. 


As ſoon as ſhe entered the room in which her 
father was ſitting, ſne ſaid, * Oh SirP and 
burſt into tears. 


Wa. Ms, 
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Mx. Jarv1s could not © poſſibly conceive 
what ſhe had met with abroad to occaſion ſo 


afflicted an appearance, as ſhe went out in good 


ſpirits, and remarkably chearful indeed ; but 


imagining that ſome diſtreſsful object had fallen 
under her notice, which, from the natural 
tenderneſs of her temper, ſhe wiſhed to relieve, 
he aſked her in the. moſt ſoothing terms, 'in 
what melancholy ſcene ſhe had been engaged— 


© What has happened to excite fo much wr 
row, my dear — 


On! ſuch a egi a bene Sr 
But my tears are not tears of forrow—T weep 
N © for joy—My mother, my d mother i 


WARE? where? I 80 heard of her 


ſince you left me, and am impatient to em- 
© brace her. 


© She will be here preſently, Sir, with Mr. 


55 Merrick.— 


„dene da who informed me 
about her, and who generouſly undertook to 


© prepare her for our meeting: the worthy 
* creature, how I love him for his hantenry 1 


:Wanktor then related to her father what 
had paſſed at Mrs. Jones's, and juſt as ſhe had 
concluded her narrative, Mr. Merrick arrived 


_ ; ff} 


Mx. Jazvis flew to receive - his Molly: -with 
open arms; but before he could reach the 


door the fainted in thoſe of her daughter. 
WHEN 
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Wur v ſſhe, by Far ts” ri dates 
united, came to herſelf, ſhe lifted up her hands 
and eyes, and thanked Heaven in the moſt 
grateful language, the language of her heart, 
for having bleſſed her again with the fight of a 
man whom ſhe had ſo mayy years n to 
ſee. 


„ov bad no resſon te wiſh to ſee me 1 
* again, my dear Molly, ſaid he, preſſing her 
to his boſom, © becauſe I behaved to you with 
a baſeneſs, which at this inſtant ſtrongly re- 
* colte&ed, calls up bluſhes in my cheeks, the 
+ bluſhes:' of remorſe; but I will make you all 
the amends wihin the reach of my abilities 
© for the cruelty of my paſt conduct: it can ne- 
ver be forgotten, [Bae 1 hope it will be for- 
"FOO by you.” 


II ie forgiven: * is ate e 
© Sir,” replied Molly, wiping her eyes with her 
handkerchief: © the exceſſive pleaſure which 
© Vfeelin being ſo kindly received by you, and 
© im finding he dear 'Harriot, almoſt over- 
© whelms me: eannot deſcribe what I feel on | 
this unexpected flow. of felicity.” re 

Tux pleaſure which I feel too, ſaid he * is 

* notleſs intenſe than yours, my deareſt Molly ; 
© but you ſeem to be i in ſo tremulous a ſtate, 

that you had better, in my opinion, retire 
© till your ſpirits are not ſo fluttered.” 


Hannon, who had been talking alſde with- 
Mr. Merrick, ſtruek with the latter part of that 
ſpeech, went i to her mother, and 

ſaid. 


- 
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ſaid, © Will you give me leave, madam, to 
wait on you to another room? my father's 
; -_ is of too much conſequence to be neglect- 
: e 42 4 3 


TRESE words prettily ſpoken, and happily 
timed, had the intended effect upon Mrs. Bar- 
ton, and ſhe willingly, after having looked very 
tenderly at Mr. Jarvis, who returned her look 
with equal affe ction, retired with her daugh- 
ter. 4 


Wurx they had left the room, Mr. Mer- 
rick, advancing to Mr. Jarvis, heartily congra- 
tulated him on the happineſs which he felt, © I 
* am ſure this interview has proved a ſatisfa cto- 
© ry one: your eyes ſufficiently declare your ſen- 
_ © ſations, without the aſſiſtance of words.” 


My eyes then, Sir, are faithful interpreters 
of my feelings, for I never. was ſo happy in 
my life; no, not, when I firſt became 
acquainted with my Molly's bluſhing charms : 
and as you have been ſo inſtrumental in pro- 
curing me the happineſs which J at this mo- 
ment enjoy, in ſo high a degree, I ſhall al- 
ways think myſelf under great obligations to 
you. | N 


'h n e 


Mx. Mzxrick, having made a Per re- 
ply to that ſpeech, deemed it prudent to re- 
treat. ; 11 1 

a ; ; þ | 171 
Soo after his departure Mrs. Barton re- 
entered the room with her daughter, and a ve- 


ry affeQtivnate ſcene followed between her and 
| Mr. 


= 
he 
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Mr. Jarvis; who, no longer able to bear the 
thoughts of having ſeduced her from a ſtate of 
innocence by villainous proceedings, heighten- 
ed the tranſports which his preſence had exci- 
ted in her breaſt, by aſſuring her, with the moſt 
ſolemn and binding expreſſions, that he would 
in a few days atone for his barbarous «tri- 
umph over her virtue at the altar. When I 
have made you my wife,“ continued he, 1 
* ſhall have entirely quieted my conſcience, for 
* I have already ſatisfied all my creditors at 
© Cork, from whom I fled in fo diſhonoura- 
ble a manner—And now, my dear Molly, I 
* ſhould be glad to hear what adventures you. 
have met with ſince I left you ſo cruelly.” 


. Mrs. BAR TON having acquainted him with 
the generous behaviour of his creditors to her, 
1 to inform him of the many changes 

e had experienced in her life, and concluded 
with ſaying, You ſee,* my dear Mr. Jarvis, 
* Thave been rather fortunate than unlucky 
© upon thewhole, Providence, anwhoſe goodneſs 
TI conſtantly relied, and at whoſe decrees I ne- 
ver murmured e ne- 
ver ſuffered me to be in abſolute diſtreſs, and 
my heart now glows with gratitude to him 
for having thus fo amply rewarded me for my 
reſignation. 


* 
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Mx. Jarvis was equally ready to acknow- 
ledge the goodneſs of providence, in bringing 
about an event ſo long, ſo mutually wiſhed for, 
when ſuch an event had been almoſt, on both 
ſides, deſpaired of, and told his Molly, that what 
ſhe had endured for his ſake, would make him 


E 4 coubly 
5 | 


doubly careful not to be the cauſe of any future 
znfelicity to her. a ö 


Ms. BAR TON looked at him as if ſhe fully 
believed him to be ſincere, and when ſne had de- 
clared the ſatisfaction which that aſſurance had 
given her, intreated him to relate what adven- 
tures he had met with ſince his departure from 
Cork, if the relation of them would not be dif- 
agręeable to him. | 
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© I amt very ready to comply with your in- 

* treaty, my dear Molly,” ſaid he, preſſing 
her hand, though the recollection of the part 
* F had in ſome particular ſcenes will occafion 
© painful ſenſations in me. However, as I am 
22 a ſincere penitent, I will be a faitful- narra- 
© tor: the recollection of my paſt vices and fol- 
© lies may perhaps tend to ſtrengthen the reſo- 
| . _ which I have formed to lead a new 


Wren I left you in ſo abrupt a manner, in 

£ ſuch embarraſſed circumſtances, I haftened 
* with my Harriot (whom I could not help ta- 
king with me, ſo fond was Jof her) and with 
© her maid, to embark for England. I had 

© plunged myſelf into ſuch difficulties by my 

© fooliſh and vicious purſuits, that I could no 

© longer remain either in happineſs or ſafely a- 

© mong the people who had ruined me, eſpeci- 

© ally among thoſe whom I ſhamefully amuſed 

© with a fictitious ſtory about an eſtate fallen to 
* me—The truth is, I had determined to con- 

* vey. myſelf to England, in order to try the 

5 generoſity of a diſtant relation of my father's : 

I had never ſeen him indeed, but I preſumed 


upon 


ond” M Meredith. © 0g 
upon the known benevolence of bis diſpoſition 
© and my own addreſs for an eaſy paſſage to his 
purſe, However chuſing not to depend en- 
© tirely either upon my dexterity or my conſan- 
_ © guinity, I refolved: bs: draw money enough 
from my deceived friends to enable me to ſub- 
« ſift for ſome time, in caſe of meeting with a 
forbidding reception from my couſin IT Kale, | 
that I might have leiſure to ſtrike upon a new 
45 * expedient for the bettering of my fortune, H — 7 
ily for me, Mr. Tiſdale was the very perſon 
© I wiſhed him to be; he received me as the 
© ſonof a man for whom he had had the higheſt 
© regard; and accommodated me and my Harti-- 
ot in the moſt deſirable way at his hovſe. Mrs. 
« Tiſdale ſoon grew fo charmed with Harriet's - 
6 entertaining prattle, that ſhe paid as much at- | 
© tention to her as if ſhe had beer-her. own» 
© daughter, having no child of her c 0 


© You may, with great reaſon, my dear 
Molly, aſk me what you had done to deſerve 
© ſo cruel a deſertion. Vou certainly had done 
© nothing to deſerve it: my conduct mult 
© therefore be attributed to ſome ofthoſe inconſiſ- - 
© tenctes belonging to human nature which are 
© never to be accounted for:  you'merited quite 
© a different treatment, and I ſuffered enough 
© afterwards by the reproaches of a guilty con- 
? * ſcience, for having barbaxouſly treated the 
woman who bad proved her to Go bell; 
In en . 


40 ey 1 nad been u few ast . 
© Tiſdale's: hoſpitable manſion, Mrs, TYWgNs* 
* brother, whoſe name was Jordan, came down 
© oft” a - viſe, This gentleman, having been 

E 5. lately 
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* lately choſen an India director, and finding 
* me of an enterprizing turn, told me, that it 
Thad any inclination to go a nabob-hunting, 
* be would endeavour to procure me a genteel 
© employment in the company's ſervice. 


. © I AcxNowLEDGED myſelf much obliged to 
him for fo polite and generous an offer of his 
© friendſhip and aſſiſtance, and I really was ſo; 
for ] had a very ſtrong deſire to raiſe a large 
© fortune with rapidity. 5 | 


© Mx. JorDAN proved to be 20 a mere man 
of words; for in about three weeks after his 
departure from us, he begged me, in a very 
© kind letter, to favour him with my preſence 
in Croſby-ſquare. I loſt no time, but ſet 
* out as- an a poſt-chaiſe could be got rea- 
* dy, and made my appearance at the place ap- 
pointed ſooner than it was expected. 


_ _ © Mx. JoRDAN having informed me on my 
* arrival, that I had been, by bis recommenda- 
* tion, nominated to an advantageous poſt at 
£ Bengal, I returned- him my ſincereſt thanks 
© forhis friendlineſs and aQtivity on my account, 
© and was carried by him the next day to pay 


my reſpeQs to the court in Leaden-Hall- 
Street. "a 


Mx. and Mrs. Tiſdale felt, apparently, little 
© leſs pleaſure than myſelf on my appointment, 
* and moſt agreeably, as well as moſt uſefully, 
aſſiſted me in making preparations for my 
voyage. ben „ hat bat | 


\ 4 


* WHEN 
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- © Wren I was ready to go on board, I be- 
gan to feel ſome parental emotions which 
* prompted me to give up the flattering proſ- 
* peas which hope piQured to my view. I 
; ay my Harriot, ſo tenderly loved her, and 
reflected ſo deeply on the uncertainty of my 
ever ſeeing her again, that my reſolution was 
* ſtaggered, and my rage for ſudden riches con- 
ſiderably abated, | 


Ar length, however, a different train of 
ideas aroſe in my mind. I conſidered that I 
*- ſhould leave my child to the cara of an amia- 
ble woman, who ſeemed to be maternally 
fond of her, and who would therefore, 7 
could not but believe, bring her up with 
as much circumſpeCion and ſolicitude as if ſhe 
had been ber own. I conſidered alſo, that if 
© heaven ſhould not permit me to ſee that child 
© again, I ſhould die with the ſatisfaction of 
being firmly perſuaded that ſhe would, in 
© ſome ſhape, be decently provided for by thoſe 
_ © who had voluntarily undertaken her educati- 
on. Theſe united conſiderations ſoon got the 
© better of all others, and I embarked in a 
*. ſhort time afterwards without feeling any more 
* retarding reflections.“ 


HERE a ſervant coming in to tell Harriot that” 
her milliner wiſhed to ſpeak with her, ſhe quit- 
ted the room. | 

Ms. Jarvis, on his daughter's retiring, 
ſaid to Molly, © Iam not ſorry, my dear; that 
_ © Harriot has been called away, as I ſhall, be- 

fore Lhave finiſhed. my narrative, relate paſſa- 
© ges not proper for her ears; becauſe the deli- 
| © very 
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very of them will kindle bluſhes in my face— 
Parents diſcover no prudence by communica- 
© ting to their children a catalogue of their 
F weakneſſes and of their vices, of their follies 


and of their crimes - But to proceed 


© AFTER a pleaſant voyage I arrived at Ben- 
* gal, and took poſſeſſion of the poſt to which 
© I had been nominated, by producing a letter 
© to the governor, The reſpe& which that 
* poſt procured me, and the emoluments an- 
nexed to it, gave me, at firſt, ſo much plea- 
ſure, that I thought myſelf in a very happy 
ſituation, and dreamt of nothing but dia- 
. monds—But I ſoon found myſelf in a very un- 
enviable fcondition, 'The perſon who had 
been removed to make way for me, had ma- 
ny friends, much money, and a great deal of 
ſpirit. He reſented extremely the ill uſage 
he had met with from the court of directors, 
not being conſcious of ever having had re- 
courſe to illicit proceedings to puſn his fortune. 
In conſequence of his connections, his wealth, 
his ſpirit, and his reſentment, he raiſed ſuch 
a ſtorm againſt me that my life was a life of 
turbulence and diſquiet. Yet, diſqui- 
eting as my ſtation was, I might have per- 
haps, by an irreproachable behaviour, ſi- 
lenced the clamours of my bittereſt ene- 
mies, and conciliated them ſo far to me as 
to have induced them not to render me weary 
of a poſt to which I had been promoted 
without having any meaſures to make. my 
- predeceſſor obnoxious to his ſuperiors, By 
ſuch a behaviour, I might have, man 
enjoyed my poſt in peace; but I certainly, 


by 
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* by the folly of my conduct, increaſed the in- 
felicity of which I complained. 


* ELATED: with the power with which I 
was inveſted, and fluſhed with the riches 
which rolled in upon me, I abuſed them 
both; for I added extravagance to extortion. 
The ſame follies, the ſame vices, to which I 
had been from early youth—l am aſhamed to 
ſay—ſtrongly addicted, ſtill haunted me, and 
drew me with an irreſiſtible violence from 
the paths of virtue and diſcretion. I diſſipa- 
ted profuſely the wealth which I iniquitouſly 
obtained; and by alternately devoting my- 
ſelf to women, wine, and dice, drove away 
the few friends from me which I had, at 
my firſt ſetting out, intereſted in my favonr, 
by the propriety of my carriage.— What ha- 
vock does proſperity make in the human 
heart n als 


* WHen I had been about three years ren- 
dering myſelf leſs and leſs worthy of the 
good fortune which I enjoyed, I received a 
letter from England to inform me that I muſt, 
immediately, on the receipt of it, reſign my 
© poſt to the gentleman who had been diſſmiſ- 
* fed on my account, $ 


.... ont a oat be? ... ts. 5. as 


1 


© I was very much ſurprized at this intelli- 
© gence: but I ceaſed to be ſo when I found 
by another letter, that my good friend Mr. 
8 3 had no longer any influence at the 
India-houſe: I was however extremely cha- 
* grined at the information I received from that 
* houſe, becauſe I had by debauchery and pro- 

7 * fuſion injured my conſtitution, and brought 
- « mylelf . 
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myſelf into an entire dependence on the pro- 
fits ariſing from my poſt. | 


© Tar intelligence which I received from 


» 
* 
* 
* 
6 
4 
« 
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England was doubly galling, as my ſucceſſor 
was to be the very man- whom J had ſuperſe- 
ded : for, having treated bim with great inſo- 
lence, from'the time of my taking poſleſſion 
of my employment, I had no reaſon to ex- 
pect any but the moſt provoking behaviour 


from him in return. 


* AFTER fo ſevere a blow, my pride woul. 

not ſuffer me- to 8 a place wherein 
I could not, poſſibly, think of keeping up 
the ſplendid appearance to which I had been 
accuſtomed : I therefore packed up the moſt 
valuable effects Ihad, and moved to Madraſs. 
There, by living privately, frugally, and 
temperately, in every reſpect (for how many 
bleſſings are we indebted to adverſity!) I, in a 
ſhort time, recovered my health, and began 
to look back on the gay, the gaudy life I had 
led without regret. There, however, I did 
not live in abſolute ſolitude: I met with un- 
expected civilitiesfrom ſeveral people: I paſ- 


ſed my time very agreeably, and felt more 


real pleaſure in my new ſituation in three 


months than I had felt during the three years 


of my refidence at Calcutta. 


© In leſs than three quarters of a year after 
my arrival at Madraſs, the gentleman with 
whom I was the moſt intimately acquainted, 
dying, I could not help inſtantaneouſly form- 
ing deſign to make my addreſſes to the lady 


to whom he had left all his riches, which 


© were 
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were conſiderable. Mrs. Turner was a very 
agreeable woman, and not at all a diſconſo- 
late widow. From the time of my being 
well received by her huſband ſhe gave me 
ſufficient reaſon to believe that I might offer 


to ſupply his place at a proper juncture, 
without being apprehenſive of a repulſe : 1 


had- nothing, therefore, to do, I thought, 
when the laſt duties were paid, but to mix 
the tenderneſs of the lover with the condolance 


of the friend: I ſucceeded according to my 


wiſhes ; and, after a decent delay, we were 
married. 


* As ſoon as I found myſelf once more in 
proſperous circumſtances, I longed with all 
the ardor of a mock-patriot to be hollowed by 
a mob at his heels, to return to Calcutta, and 
blaze among thoſe who had exulted at my 
degradation, My wife having ſome relations 
at Patna, readily cloſed with my propoſal, 
and we embraced the firſt opportunity we met 
with to be conveyed to Bengal. | 


Ox my arrival at Calcutta, I received a 


diſappointment which gave no ſmall uneaſi- 


neſs to my fooliſh heart; for the perſon whom 
I had left re-inſtated in his poſt, and whoſe 
envy I intended to have excited by the re- 
newed ſplendor of my appearance, was dead: 
my vanity, however, was not totally diſap- 
pointed; there were many people remaining 


whom I wiſhed to mortify, and whom I ac- 
tually mortified with my preſence. - - 


© By proſperity, all thoſe paſſions. which 


had hurried me into many ridiculous and ruin- 
| N 5 ous 


- — — 
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* ous purſuits were again inflamed, and I was 
once more driven by them to injure my 
© health, and to impair my fortune; the for- 
mer by an indiſcreet commerce with your ſex, 
* the latter by imprudent connections with my 
* own—PBy that commerce and thoſe connections 
© Efoon alarmed my wife, wha had reaſon, in- 
© deed, to fear that the riches. which ſhe had 
put into my poſſeſſion would, in a ſhort 
time, be waſted among thoſe who found my 
© follies and vices: fo profitable to them; and 
© that we ſhould be reduced to neceſſitous cir- 
© cumſtances. She was an amiable woman, 
and very fond of me; but I behaved to her 
© like a brute, and turned a deaf ear to all her 
judicious and ſalutary remonſtrances againſt 
* my pernicious proceedings, 


As I now began to grow rather weary of 
Mrs, Jarvis, having indeed only married-her 
for her money, though- ſhe had charms and 
good qualities ſufficient to merit my attention 
as a woman and a wife, I made ſeveral ef- 
forts to perſuade her to ſtay with a brother of 
hers at Patna till my return; but my per- 
ſuaſions were ineffectual: we therefore em- 
N barked together. Nn 
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Wurx we were within two * fail of 
© Madraſs, we fell in with 'a French man of 
© war, who carried us to. Pondicherry. 


\ 


4 © Tax governor of that place treated us 
with great politeneſs, and aſſured us that we 
ſhould have no room to complain of our ac- 
commodations. Finding very ſoon, that my 


wife's 88 and — carriage 10 le | 
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© little contributed to the kind treatment which 
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we received, I availed myſelf of the gover- 
nor's paſſion for her to let him know that if 
he would indulge me with a paſſage to Ma- 
draſs, Mrs. Jarvis ſhould be extremely at his 
ſervice in my abſence. As Monſieur a Che- 
vre was an amorous man, he cloſed with my 
offer, and in a few days I left Pondicherry, 
on board a Dutch ſhip, furniſhed by him with 
many preſents in return for the ſurrender 
which I had made to him. © ok 


WuIN I was under fail I could not help 
refleQting on the baſeneſs of my conduct with 
regard to my wife, and the remembrance of 
my baſe behaviour to you, my dear Molly, 
(the recollection of which had frequently, be- 
fore, damped me in the midſt of a joyous ſcene) 
gave me allo, at the ſame time, many cor- 


roding ſenſations, which became at laſt fo 


painful, that I had recourſe to the bottle, in 
order to forget them —How naturally does 
one wrong action produce another; and how 
abſurdly do we act when we attempt to eaſe 
the anguiſh of our minds by throwing our 
ideas into confuſion |!—I drank myſelf into a 
fever. I was attended with the greateſt care 
during my voyage; but when I arrived at 
Madraſs my life was thought to be in the moſt 
imminent danger, —During my delirious fits 
I raved, I was afterwards told, ſometimes 
about my wife, ſometimes about my dear 
Molly: the two women whom I had the 


moſt injured, the moſt haunted my imagi- 


nation. 


I recovered, 
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© I recovered, but I recovered only to feel 
the weight of a new calamity which I, in 
truth, deſerved, though I did not bring it 
upon myſelf, for my paſt miſdeeds. My 
agent, who had a great deal of my property 
in his hands, went from his houſe ſuddenly, 
and no-body could inform me whither. 


* Ty1is was a heavy blow, and I in a little 
while found myſelf in a ſtraitened ſituation : fo 
ſtraitened that I was under a neceſſity of diſ- 
poſing of the preſents which I had received 
from Le Chevre to ſupply myſelf with the 
neceſſaries of life. | 


Tx refleQions which aroſe in my mind, 
when I converted thoſe preſents into money, 
were of the moſt diſpiriting kind; for I ſpent 
the time chiefly in reproaching myſelf ſharp- 
ly for having merited my misfortunes, 


* WniLs I was turning about my thoughts 
to ſtrike on ſome method to better my ſitua- 
tion, news came from Calcutta that violent 


commotions were among the leading men 
there; and that their differences and diftraQ- 


ed councils would, probably, give the Indi- 
ans no unfavourable opportunity to attack 


that capital. 8 


© I was deſperate—I had little to loſe—I 
might gain a great deal—TI therefore proceed- 
ed to Bengal with all poſſible expedition, 
and arrived at Calcutta juſt when our troops 
were making preparations to march againit 
their enemies, I offered myſelt immediately 

as 


. 
c 
c 
6 
c 
c 
6 
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as a Volunteer to the commanding officer who 
imagining, perhaps, from the natural viva- 
city of my appearance, and the alacrity ofmy 
addreſs to him, that I ſhould not be unſer- 
viceable on the urgent occaſion, animated me 
ſufficiently to exert all my perſonal couragein 
the approaching action. 


BEIN reſolved to diſtinguiſh myſelf, I 
fought like a fury: the day was our own, and 
the plunder was immenſe ; and (as I had du- 
ring the engagement, greatly contributed by 
a particular coup de main to the victory which 
we obtained) I was very handſomely conſider- 
ed in the diſtribution of it. 


As the action in which I was engaged pro- 
ved to be deciſive, I had no inducement to 
appear again in a military capacity : and. as 


TI was extremely well ſatisfied with the ho- 


nour and the profit I had gained in the Feld, 
Lendeavoured to improve by traffick what I 
had acquired by arms, k | 


- © FoRTUNE, being once more in a good 
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humour with me, I was ſo very ſucceſsful as 
a merchant, that in a few years I was maſter 


of more wealth than Thad ever poſſeſſed : du- 
ring thoſe years I became quite a new man, 


ſincerely repented of all my tormer follies and 
vices, and had firmneſs enough to keep thoſe 
paſſions ſtrictly under ſubjection, which had 
occaſioned ſuch unhappy viciſſitudes in my at- 
fairs. 1 75 1750 : ä 


7 Wu my acquiſitions were adequate to 
my wiſhes, I took my paſſage in the firſt ſhip 
>a | © that 
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that was going to Holland, having ſome bu- 
ſmeſs to tranſaQ there: from thence I went 
to Ireland, and when I had diſcharged all the 
debts which I had contraQted'in that kingdom, 
failed for England, fondly hoping, but little, 
I confeſs, expecting to ſee you, my dear Mol- 
ly, again. My wife, whom Thad facrificed 
to the wanton appetite of a debauched old ſol- 
dier, died, I was informed, ſoon after my 
departure from Pondicherry: I had, there- 
fore nothing to wiſh for but to return to my 
Harriot, from whom I received ſeveral dutiful 
and affectionate letters ; but in none of them 
was the able to anſwer che queries I had tranſ. 
mitted to her concerning'her much-injured 
mother, and to ſettle her happily in the mar- 
riage-ſtate—Luckily 1 have, fince my arri- 
val, had an opportunity to put her into a fair 
way of being a counteſs; and if ſhe is not 
contented with the huſband I have provided 
for her, ſhe deſerves to be 6 for he 
is allowed to be one of the moſt amiable young 
noblemen of the preſent age.” 
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HRE Mr. Jarvis, tenderly embracieg Mrs. 
Barton, cloſed his narrative with ſaying, * * And 
now, my deareſt Molly, as you have gene- 
© rouſly. forgiven what is paſt, I feel __ 
$' happier than ever I was in my life.” 


MorLy having e. ale him that her for- 
giveneſs was as ſincere as her affection for him 
he deſired her to give the neceſſary orders for 
her appearance in a light ſuitable to his own, ad- 
ding, at the ſame time, that he ſhould -not 


look upon himſelf as thoroughly worthy of her 
pardon 
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pardon till he had made her his wife, —Molly 
was all love, gratitude, and obedience. 


_ Dvurinc the above-mentioned interviews, 
diſcoveries, dialogues, arid narratives in Lon- 
don, interviews, &c. &c. of another kind were 


going forward in the country. | | 


Lon BroMLEY grew better every day, 
but he mended ſlowly. Lord Clayton attended 
him with all the duty of a good fon, and all 
the affe ction of a fond one. 


Ir has already been ſaid that the old earl was 
very much hampered by the bargain which he 
had made with Mr. Jarvis, relative to the uni- 
on between their children: Lord Clayton's duti- 
ful and winning behaviour affected his father 
in ſuch a manner, that he began to wiſh hearti- 
ly he had not tied himſelf down to forfeiture of 
a conſiderable ſum, if that union was not con- 
firmed : all this has been already taken no- 
tice of, and is only now repeated, becauſe ſeve- 


ral pages of digreſſion have fince intervened. 


Lord CrarToN flattering himſelf at 
length, from the ſatisfaction which his father 
expreſſed at his aſſiduity and ſolicitude about 
him, and from the general kindneſs of his car- 
riage, that he would not perſiſt in making his 
inclination and duty claſh with each other ; he, 
therefore, ventured one day when his loraſhip 
ſeemed to be remarkably pleaſed with him, to 
addreſs him in the following terms: It gives 
me the ſincereſt joy to ſee your lordſhip ſo 
* much ſatisfied with my attentions ; and I 
hope you will ſoon be as well, in _ re- 

| : ſpect, 


— 


„ 


4 


118 The Hiſtory 175 Lord Clayton 


ſpect, as you was before you was e by 


8 » alarming a diſorder,” 


© As to my health, George, I gain ground, 


© thank God, every day,” replied his lordſhip ; 


© but I am far from being happy: 1. am Tree 
© Py on your account,” | 
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Ir your happineſs depended on mine, my 
lord, you might in a very ſhort time talk in 
a different ſtrain : for it is in your power, by 


a very few words, to makes | me the happieſt 


of men,” 


© I waNnT not to be told your. meaning, 


© George; but I have brought myſelf into 
© ſuch a ſcrape with Jarvis, that Iam aſhamed 
© to mention it.“ 0: 


Tux mention of it, my lord, may, per- 


© haps, enable me to ſtrike upon a 1 for 
* your diſentangling yourſelf From Re OE 


4 
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6 
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of No method can be poſſibly bps to hin- 
der me from reproaching myſelf for my folly 
II wiſh now, that I had conſulted your in- 
clination before I had conſented to the fortei- 


ture.“ 


n AT forfeiture, my Lord 5 


* Tux forfeiture of five thouſand cas, in 
caſe of your not marrying, Miſs Jarvis: there 
is, indeed, no written agreement between us, 


but Iam a man of honour, George.” 
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© Ms. Jarvis, my lord, diſcovered a ſmall 
© regard to his daughter to enter into a treaty 
of marriage for her with a man whom ſhe had 
* never ſeen.” 


© I ſtrongly feel the force of that reflected 
* reproof, ſaid his lordſhip—Jarvis and I have 
© both ated like unkind and mercenary parents, 
© but I cannot bear to think of his having out- 
* witted me That ſum, George, ſticks in my 
* ſtomach—It will go confoundedley againſt 
me, and yet I muſt conſidered of it.“ 


W1Ta thoſe words he left his ſon abruptly, 
who, in a little while afterwards, met with 


an unexpected adventure, which will be rela- 
ted in the next Volume. 
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